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'THE Author had no leiſure to re- 
viſe this Eſſay, A Manuſcript was 


fent him ſometime ago, from an 
unknown hand, occafioned by the 


* 
* 


make mith's Letter. He wiſhes to 


- 


know to whom i it ſhould be returg- | 


1 


A 


8207108 1 


HE otthiiices of many ious aud well 
I pofed people, againſt the late overturg:-c G 
the ſynod of "Glaſgow and Ayr, concerning Fre- * 
quent communicating (a), make if n to 
acquaint them with the reaſons on which hat 1 
HW that men of honeſt minds 4 
2 


of Ghpen 00 gyt, 


' 


| (a) The overture of the ſ 
Glaſgow, $th October 17 was as folloW y: 

A propoſal from the preſpytery of Glaſgow, coneern- £ 
ing the more fre celebration of the facrament of _ 
the Lord's Supper, being laid before the ſynod by their 
committee of overtures, the ſynod appointed a ſelect 
committee to conſider thereof, who reported av follows: 

The committee humbly bench 8 arth- 
«les to the conſideration # am 
wherein they are unanimous in their zudgtn IP 
That the general propoſal from the — 2 
bytery of Glaſgow, deſerves the row regen 
attention of the ſynod. ; 8 % 
That it would: have an evident to the #d- 1 
viving and promoting of true religion, that the Lord's & Y 
Supper ſhould be mare y adminiſtered among 2 1 
5 than what Tours links. That holy ordinance; . 
being celebrated only once a-year in each pariſh, S 8 th | 
_ cepting i « ow places) and, in Como pariſhes BY 
once in two 

% That, if this be allowed, we muſt add, but che ink... I 
net in which this holy ordinance is commonly Sd“... 
niſtered among us, greatly obſtructs the more Legen; I 


adminiſtration of it ; and particularly. the mo o 4 
| er on ſuch occaſiong, and the many per tſhes there · 
by laid vacant on the W * are N pe 
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ESSAY ON » 


deous outcry which has been raiſed againſt it. 
Others, better qualified for ſuch a taſk, have 
thought fit to decline it. Several of my fathers 
and rethren, both at the meeting of ſynod, and 
lince, have urged me to undertake it: But their 
ſolicitz- 


with ſcandalous profanations of that holy Day. 
That from all this the committee are of opinion, it 
would be for the intereſt and honour of religion, that 
ſome method weredeviſed, whereby theſe inconvenien- 
cies and abuſes might be avoided, and the Lord's Sup- 
per more frequently celebrated, apreeably to the word 
pf God, to the apoſtolic practice recorded therein, to 
the practice of the primitive church, and that of all o- 
ther Proteſtant churches, as well as to ſeveral overtures 
and adds of affembly of this church in former times. 
That, in the opinion of the committee, it would an- 
ſwer this purpoſe, if the Lord's Supper were celebrat · 
el at leaſt four times a- year, in every pariſh ; and that 
only one day in the preceding week, either the * 
day or Saturday, were employed in public faſtin 
preparation, and that the ſacrament were admin} br 
ed on the ſame Sabbath in all the pariſhes. of the ſame 
preſbytery at leaſt. 

And laſtly, That it may be proper the ſynod appoint 
the ſeveral preſpyteries of their bounds to meet for con- 
| - -fidering the above propoſal, and report their judgment 
on the ſeveral articles thereof to the ſynod, in April 
next, in order to the framing of an overture from their 

© ſynod to be tranſmitted to — general aſſembly and 
that this be communicated to the c iet 
be laid g the ane er W at 3 
e 7 * 


ay Tee if there is caufe for that ſtrange and hi- 


with ſeveral great inconvenſencies, * not alſo, too often : 
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folicitations would ſcarce have moved me 663 1 
liſh any thing on the ſubject, ſo crude and indi-. i 
geſted as what follows, had not ſome circumftans 
ces convinced me, that the filence of thoſe WS 
are convinced of the goodneſs of-the overture bar: 2 
had much worſe effects, than could have flowed SI 
from even the weakeſt defence: © N 
The queſtion, whether the ſynod's overture 
«ſhould be rejected or approved, depends on two 
ſubordinate inquiries. Is the deſign of diſpen- 
ſing the Lord's Supper in every congregation, at 
leaſt four times a year, in itſelf good? And are 
the means propoſed for gaining that end, the moſt 932 
proper, and leaſt exceptionable? 31S. 
$ 2. Let us begin with enquiring if the denen 5 
of diſpenſing the Sacrament thus often is in itſelilf 
a good one. And here let us for once; ſuppoſe, 5 250 
that there is no Scripture precept or Pattern ons... | 
liging us to frequent communicating. 
Suppoſing this, it muſt at leaſt be allowed, there | 
is no reſtraint laid upon us, in the word. of God 
from partaking frequently of the Lord's Supper. 
If no preciſe time is fixed in Scripture for diſpen-- - +. 
ſing and receiving jt, and if no preciſe degree of 
frequency i is enjoined, yet none dare alledge; that 
there is any time in which we are prohibited ti 
diſpenſe and receive that ordinance, or that anx 
degree of frequeney is abſolutely prohibited. From 
this it follows, that we are left at liberty to di. 
penſe the Lord's Supper as often as is combs Is E 
with the right performance bf other religious: N 5 
riſes and the * diſcharge of the coratiogl 
Wes o "4 
. And if duch a meafare of 22 is ED 
may I not venture a ſtep further, 
it, 9 950 e. porn leah an the 
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nance of ſo comforting and improving a nature, 
as almoſt all acknowledge it, ſhould we not ac- 
count the frequent enjoyment of it a privilege ? 
And if God has not deprived us of that privilege, 
do we act a wiſe and friendly part for our own 
ſouls, in depriving ourſelves of it? "TR 

To give this argument its due force, let us 
conſider a little the nature and deſign of the Lord's 
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thoſe who worthily receive it. | 

It is the ordinance our Lord Jeſus has peculi- 
arly ſet apart to keep up the remembrance of his 
ſufferings and death. There we ſee the loving 
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and atonement for our fins; and ſhedding his 
precious blood to purchaſe for us a happineſs —_ 
as our wiſhes, and laſting as eternity. We ſee 
the Lord of Life ſuffering a painful, an ignomi- 


thing, not to us only, but to an innumerable mul- 
titude, which no man can number, of all tongues, and 
kindreds, and nations, and languages. We behold 
the heighth and depth, the length and breadth of 
divine love to a periſhing world: Of. the Father's 
love in infliting upon him ſuch unparallelled fuf= 
ferings, that we might not ſuffer ; of his own 
love and condeſcenſiqn in chearfully bearing them, 


which would have ſunk a whole world in irrec 
verable miſery. We behold Cod glorified in him, 


* 


A luſtre, the juſtice of God ſweetly combining with 
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| Free expedient ? If the Lord's Supper is an ordi· 


Supper, and. what benefits may be expected by 


and lovely Jeſus laying down his life as a ſacriſice 


nious, an accurſed Death ; that by thus fulfilling 
the condition of the covenant of redemption, he 
might ſecure grace and glory, and every good 


We behold the Son of Man glorified, in beating 
that load of wrath, without fainting under ns, 


a andall the divine perfections ſhining with united 
his 


. 
u 
© 
V 
a 
Q 
0 
9 
t 
n 


a 1 } , 


FREQUENT COMMUNICATING. - . 7 

his mercy to puniſh our Surety, that we the of- 

fenders might be forgiven. From a deep and 

heart · aſſecting ſenſe, that we, and all the chil» 

dren of Men, who obtain falvation, muſt be 

wholly indebted to that amazing tranſaction. for | 

obtaining it; we are made to fay, * God forbid - 

© that we ſhould. glory, fave in the croſs of 

c Chriſt, We will remember thy love more 

ec than wine: We will rejoice in thy ſalvation; 

&« and in the name of thee our God will we lift 

« up our banners: For thou, Lord, haſt made 

C us glad through thy work, and we will triumph 

cc in the works of thy hands. Thanks be unto 

“ God for his unſpeakable gift: And bleſſed be 

&« he who hath come in the name of the Lord ta 

« fave us. Hoſannah in the higheſt.” _ | 
Aſt your own hearts, © Chriſtians, are yau in 

any danger of remembering theſe things too much? 

And if you remember them at all, can you do it 

in any e method than that which infinite 

wiſdom has preſcribed? i ̃ 

| Suppoſe a Friend, who had received a deadly 

wound in defending us from danger, ſhould, when 

about ta expire, preſent us with his picture, and 

recommend it to us with his dying breath, to, 

keep it as a token and remembrance of his friend- 

ſhip and affeQtion.---What woyld gratitude oblige 1 

us to do? Would we caſt it to ſome by- corner. 

out of ſight? Would we ſuffer it to be ſullied 

with duſt ? or buried under lumber, neglected 

and forgotten? Would we not rather hang it in 

our chief room? Would we not honour it, not 

only by care to preſerve it from abuſe, but by fre. 

quent looks, thereby to renew, and, if poilible, "I 

to increaſe an affectionate remembrance - how * 

much we were indebted to our an” BY 4. 


A 


— 


o 


Veen we then pretend to honour our Redeemer, whell 


11 ; | w_ anſwer his care in providing and recommends 1 
Wl j/- | ing his ſupper as a repreſentative of his death, * 


KEE by e due, in ſeeking pretences to lay it £ 
fl i aſide! 
9 3. The Lord's Supper is a viſible badge of 1 


| 3 our Chriſtian profeſſion.--------Nature has taught d 
| | . mankind, and God himſelf has confirmed it, that 4 
every religion ſhould have ſome ſolemn rite where- 7 
by it may be known to the very eye, from other a 
religions. Circumciſion, the paſſover, &c. un- by 


. der the Maſaic ceconomy, were all intended, (not 
eercluding other ends) to be ſigns between God 
” HIKE and his people, i. e. rites whereby they might , 
Wd © be diſtinguiſhed from idolaters : And therefore a n 
| terrible threatening wag levelled againſt the neg- 
lecters of theſe rites, that ſoul muſt be cut off * 
from his people: He has put off the badge of 
muy people, and therefore muſt not ſhare in i 
'. | their privileges. All this being highly rational, 
Sriſtianity has its dillinguiſhing rites, as well. Fr 
Judaiſm had. | 
Prayer, thankſgiving, and ſuch-like holy exer- 
-ciſes, are common to almoſt. all religions, and 
obſerved by the Jew, the Turk, and the Heathen, y 
as well as the Chriſtian. —--Baptiſm we receive iu 
our infancy, and pithout our own conſent; and 
therefore it cannot be the principal wr wn oth 
our Chriſtian pfofeſſion. ----But by parfakir 
the Lord's Supper, we diſtinguiſh ourſelves 56k 
0-9 all who deſpiſe the goſpel of Chriſt, and teſtify; | 
in the moſt public manner, our regard to a ru 
ceified Saviour, our concern to keep up the mem 
A. * brance of his death, and our reſolutions to adhere? 
4 to him and his cauſe, while by others Pe is  diffa#? 
gy 8 ee and ſet at 1 cnc] 22 2 
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"| © fRrovent Communicative. .g BB 
3 Our Lord well knowing how loath we ate to 
undertake any thing difficult, although for he 
ſake of him who was out beſt benefattor,* would 
not burden us with any number of troubleſumm 
ceremonies: And therefore he only . appointed 
this one ordinance, by which we ſhould openly 
declare ourſelves on Chriſt's fide; and proclaim - 
to the world our grateful, affectionate ſenſe of hig* 
unparallelled love. Ought we not then to be 
frequent in thus openly con/efing Ghrift befere men, 
while too many are aſbamed of bim and his words - 
in this adulterous and perverſe generation I-24 
The Lord's Supper is alſo intended as a ſeal 
and confirmation of the fulneſs and freedom of 
the offers of grace in the everlaſting goſpel. Far 
as really as the miniſter offers the bread and winx 
to the communicants, ſo really God the Father © 
offers Chriſt, the bread of life, to every one * | 
us for the nouriſhment,of our ſouls. And ar 
there any, whoſe faith ig ſo lively and vigorous | 
that they ſeldom need the help of this ordinance. 
th. ſtrengthen and increaſe it??! 
Is not the Lord's Supper an ordinance, in which 


Ls AM 


1 God is often pleaſed to vouchſafe ſpecial commu» --- 
1 ion with himſelf, and his -Son Jeſus Chnſt? 7 
Foes it not greatly tend, through the * bleſs ' i 
1 ling, to ſtrengthen the communion of Me myſtical 1 
ody of Chriſt, and to warm ai enlarge our al- 
6 Action to all who love our Lord Jeſus in ſinces i 
: Wy ? Docs it not often prove meat indeed, ana 

; ah indeed to the fainting ſoul; a means te 

„ae large meaſures of ſpititual nouriſhment = 
ea growth in grace ? Indeed ſuitable impreſſons 
- 7465 loving us, and givi himfelf for us 2 i 
of lacrifice Aal an offering to Cod, of a ſweet fmel- x 

1 | 9 
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diſpoſitions are begun, carried on, and perfected W « 
in the ſoul. And what can tend more to awaken t 
a lively ſenſe of theſe things, than beholding the. WI. « 
ſymbols of the broken body and ſhed blood of 
Chriſt? How many, who went to the Lord's ? 


table feeble and faint-hearted, have received ſuch MI « 
plenteous communications of light and life from c 
the glorious Head of influences, that they have c 
been made to renew their ſtrength, to mount up c 
with wings as eagles, to run and not be weary, Ml .c 
to walk and not faint ? play 2s 7 


Who is there amongſt us, whoſe need of the 
Lord's Supper, for one or other of the above 0 
purpoſes, does not frequently return? Has then « 
God provided for us ſo rich an entertainment? 

Does he allow us often to regale ourſelves with 
it; yea, even invite us in the moſt warm and 
earneſt manner? And is it not a contempt of 
the goodneſs and condeſcenſion of God, and in- 
juring our own ſpiritual intereſts, ta neglect any 

| opportunity of fitting down at the table of the 

Lord? “ Our ſoul neceſſities,” ſays the judicious 

| Mr. Willifon (d), „ do call for frequency in 
„ partaking: For we are oft ready to forget 
« Chriſt, and therefore we oft need this ord» 

<6. nance to bring him to our remembrance. We 

4 are oft — to ſpiritual deadneſs, weaknel 

of faith, and” decays of grace; and there: 
. fore have frequent need of this ordinance. for 
„ ſtrength and quickening. There is ground to 

r fear, that the unfrequent celebration and par- 

r ticipation of this bleſſed feaſt, which Chriſt 

| s hath prepared for us, is an evil that many 5 
TAIL a 1. « this 
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ce this church are chargeable with, and for FF | 


« the Lord may plead a controverſy with us. 
& How can we expect but he will depart from 
© us, when we ſtand at ſuch a diſtance from: 
c him, and come ſo ſeldom near him in the me- 
thod he hath appointed? Can we look for the 
© ſmiles of Chriſt's countenance, when we live 


ty, (0 ou: as 


n 


E 
- 
La 


it any wonder our hearts are ſo hard, when 
« we are fo ſeldom applying the blood of Chriſt 
for ſoftening them; or that our graces. be ſo. 
ce weak and withered, when we ſo little uſe the 
means for ſtrengthening and cheriſhing them? 
« Is not the frequent uſe of this ordinance, in 
ce the way Chriſt hath appointed, an excellent 
«© help to ſoften our hearts, renew our repent- 
« ance, ſtrengthen our faith, inflame our love,, 
i jncreaſe our thankfulneſs, animate our reſolu- 
« tions againſt fin, and encourage us to holy 
4% duties; and ſhall we willingly neglect it? It 
is no wonder that we complain we miſs what 
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e te we aim at and expect in this ordinance, when 

s oy © we are ſo little ſenſible of former neglects. It 

UW © is a fad ſign our receiving of the ſacrament is 

al « not right, when it leaves not in us earneſt 
I © breathings-for the like 2 It is im- 
5 e poſſible, for us to meet with Chriſt, and taſte 

5 


+ « of his ſweetneſs and fulneſsgin this ordinance, 


Mr. Willifon, Many excellent reflections to the 
ſame purpoſe may be found in Charnock's Works, 


book would do well to peruſe. . 


$ 4- The two preceding paragraphs . 
dantly ms that if frequent communicating” 


t“ and not long for another meeting.“ Thus 2 | 


vol. II. p. 758,---768. which thoſe e ; 


« ſo much in the neglect of his dying words? IE 
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ſafely be recommended as highly expedient and 
| beneficial. | But, perhaps, upon inquiry we ſhall 
| find in Scripture an expreſs injunction of fre- 
„ . quency; nay, of a preciſe degree of frequency 
14 4-1 in partaking of the Lord's Supper. For, that 8 
14 431 - prince ſhould require a tribute to be paid him b 2 
+4 [ 4 every one of his ſubjects, and yet. never expr 
44 1.) what fum ſhould: be pajd, and at what time, is 
EIS: incredible. In like manner, I cannot eaſily bring 
myyſelf to believe, that our Lord ſhould require 
4! his church, to the end of the world, to eat bread, 
4} | and drink wine in commemoration of his death, 
without ſpecifying how often he would have it 
| done.—--The Jews, though they underſtood not 
My the utmoſt ſignification of the Paſchal rite, yet had 
Full directions how: often, and in what day they 
5 A0 ſacrifice and eat the lamb, If then the 
. of God has aſſigned no preciſe time for par 
taking of the Lord's Supper, will it not follow, 
—4 6 goſpel is more obſcure than the law; and 
that our Lord, when he took the vail from off 
'Moſes's face, covered with 2 thicker vail his 
? 


1 Cor. xl. 26. bids fair for containing ſuch i 
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drin this cup, ye do ſbew forth the Lord's death till 
he come. Dr. Bury obſetves,e), that the wards, 
_ #his bread, and 1. cup, muſt refer to /ome part l- 
Fulay bread and cup, well known among the Jews, 
of which, as often as they eat and drank, they 
| wete bound te remember the ſufferings of Chriſt 
That accordingly (if we may credit Buxtorf and 
»þ Leo Modena) jt was uſual at cheir feaſts, for the 
aſter of ths eaſe, to take a loaf of bread, and 
1 . Th a7 $3 i 
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bleſs and break it, and give to each perſon abonrt 
the bigneſs of an olive; and if there were three 
or more eating together, to take a 
the table, and bleſs it alſo, and give to each of 


from of x 


the gueſts a little of the wine in the glaſs.-—If  _ 


theſe * be well founded, it will follow 
that if the Jews knew how often they had ſuc 


to partake of the Lord's Supper. 
But I mention this, rather as a fuhject of in- 
quiry, than an hypotheſis with which I am fully 


ak 


feſtivats, that was direction ſufficient how often | 


ſatisfied. There are many natural and obvious 


objections againſt it, which 1 do not think that 5 


ingenious writer has removed. 
Dri Wettenhalt has offered another conjec- 
ture (/, that a certain determinate frequency iti 


communicating is enjoined in theſe words, 1 Cor. 


zi. 25. This do ye, al oft as ye drink, in remuon- 18 


brance of me. He obſerves, that the particle if id 1 


not in the original, and is not ſupplied in the 
the old ver- 


ſions. He then goes on to 


« with our _ and moſt modern eee wa J 


* we ſupply the particle it, and thereby under 


ti ſtand the cup in the facrathent, this makes the 62 


« command to ſignify juſt nothing. For, whit _. 
« ſenſe is there it this Fon of e Dri Dyink 3 3 
*. cup, as oft at ye drink it ? —_ 


«« noun, inſtead of ufirig the pronoun, Drink 5 


e cup in remembrance of me, as fin as yr drin tl 


cup in remembrance of me. We muſt therefore” 8 


* conclude, that the verb 
* abſolutely, or by itfelf, And probably” it 1s 


2 N 


pinete, ſtands here is 
* uſed in the e ſenſe of the word for Y 7 | 
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feaſting or banqueting, and fo the text Will 
run thus, Do this in remembrance of me, as often: 
as you feaſt, or, on all your holy feaſts. Now, 
for as much as every Lord's Day was, even 
when this epiſtle was writ, already among the 
Chriſtians a holy feaſt, therefore the com- 
mand will come to thus muck, Do this, or ce- 
lebrate my ſupper every Lord's Day at leaſt. At 


leaſt, I ſaid, for other holy feaſts they might 
have beſides the Lord's Da 75 


but this moſt 


ſurely they all had. See 2 Pet. ii. 13. Jude 


ver. 12, compared with 1 Cor. xi. 20, 21. 


The plain meaning then of the command, This 
do, as oft as ye drink, in remembrance of me, is, 
I know that you, my diſciples, will keep every 


firſt day of the week as a holy feaſt, with joy 


and gladneſs, in memory of my reſurrection ; 
and I intend ſo to order it. Now, ſee that 
every ſuch day you remember my ſufferings 
too, as well as my reſurrection.” 

Theſe are the only paſſages that look like an 


injunction of any preciſe degree of frequency in 


— of the Lord's Supper. Mr. Charnock 


a 
8 indeed cited one from = Old Teſtament for 


the ſame purpoſe. 


« The practice, ſays he (80. 


« of weekly communicating perhaps was ground- 


« ed on Ezek. 


li. 27. And it ſball be upon the 


4 eighth day, and ſo forward, the prieſt ſhall make 
r upon the altar, and your peace- 
e offerings, and I will accept you, ſaith the Lord. 


« A prophecy of goſpel times, and the ceſſation. 
te of the ceremonial law of daily ſacrifices : By 
6 * PIR being meant the Lord's Sup- 


ec per 


5 (g) Charnock's Works, vol. II. p. 756. 


FREQUENT COMMUNICATING. 45 
« per, the remembrance of the great burnt-offer- 
« ing whereby our peace was made: And b. 
« peace-offerings, prayer and thankſgiving, whi 
it are called ſacrifices, Heb. xii. 15. + And on 
« the Lord's Day, being the eighth day, fol- 
« lowing upon the ſeven th; the Jewiſh Sabbath.” 
But I much doubt if. the primitive Chriſtians, 
fond as ſome of them were of allegorizing and 
myſtical interpretations, ever carried their regard 
for theſe to the ridiculous height of building upon 
them a practice of ſuch importance as week] 
communicating. It is more probable their prac- 
tice was founded on a New Teſtament precept, 
plain to them, though to us dark and obſcure. _ 
$ 5- But that obſcurity will be no plea for our 
ſeldom communicating. For whatever difficulty 
there may be in finding an expreſs precept, the | 
Apaſtolical Example, which is as binding as a pre- 
cept, 1s ſo clear and obvious, that he who runs 
may read it. And to me it ſeems: ſomethi 
ſtrange, that thoſe who ſuppoſe the apoſtolical | 
practice ſufficient to change the Sabbath from that | 
day on which God, in the fourth Commandment, 
had enjoined it to be kept, ſhould: pay ſo ſmall 
regard to it in this inftance, where it alters no 
command moral or poſitive, but ſerves to clear 
up a material circumſtance in Aferving a precept 
which otherwiſe might ſeem indeterminate.---Let 
us therefore take a ſurvey of ſuch paſſages of il 
Scripture as throw any light on this 1 Import a 
ſubjeck. "0 75 _ 
$ 6. The ſacrament was inſtitase df; our Cod i 
that night in which he was betrayed. N. wy 1 f | 
this circumſtance, allow me to remark, that ie 
may lawfully be act on other r days, as well 
as the Sabbath. 
1 1 mw 
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+ £11 56 7. Leis than à week after, even the very 
3&4, day of our Lord's reſurrection, being the firſt day 
of the week, and the Chriſtian Sabbath, the Lord's 
Supper. is again diſpenſed by Jeſus himſelf (Y). 
For that day, while two of the diſciples are walk- 
ing together to Emmaus, Jeſus.comes up with them, 
and takes occaſion, beginning at Moſes and all 
the prophets, to expound to them in all the ſcrip- 

| tures the things concerning himſelf. But though 
this heavenly preacher ſpeaks.to them as never man 
ſpoke, ſtill they were ignorant it was he: fond, 
However, of his company, they conſtrained him 
to abide. with them, as the day was far ſpent. 
And it came to paſs, ſays Luke (i), as he ſat at meat 
with them, he took bread and bleſſed it, and brake, 

| end gave to them : and their eyes were opened, and 
they knew him. Jeſus could have difcovered him- 
ſelf to them how and when he pleaſed. . Sure 
7! then, he who does nothing in vain had ſome 
} wiſe reaſon for chuſing to do it in theſe, rather 
than in other circumſtances. And what reaſon 
fo probable, as to put a diſtinguiſhing reſpect on 
the ſacrament_ of the ſupper, by making it the 
firſt means of manifeſting himſelf to theſe dif- 
ciples? Why elfe were the diſciples ſo. careful to 
report this circumſtance ? And why was the evan 
gelift (j) ſo punctual to record, that they reports 
ed not only the thing, but the manner, in what 
manner he was known to them by the breaking of the 
bread? Muſt then our Lord's chuſing this man- 
ner of manifeſting himſelf to them preferably to 
all others; muſt the care of the d:/ciples in re- 
Porting this manner; and mult the care of the 
* epa, 

© on ) Luke xxiv. 13, compared with ver. 7. 
ei) Like xxiv. 30, 31, (I) Ibid. ver. 35. 


| 
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And though they ſeem to honour it, did they intent 
that we ſhould paſs it by without the leaf regard 
I know not how a rational anſwer can be given t6 


of common bread, Cartwright betakes himfef 
to a ſtrange ſhift. Ir was not, ſays he, the breaks 
ing of bread itſelf, by which Jeſus wa known to hrs 
diſciples, but Yomething peculiar in his manner 4 
ing a bleſſing before meat. ls not this commentary a 
plainly ——————— text? And can that cauſe 
be a good one, wh 
or an evaſion? | 

The ex 
ſeem fo parallel to his expreſhons hen recordi 


I am perſuaded few would have miſtaken His 
meaning, had not the church of Rome miſap 
this paſſage, to prove from the example of our 
Lord, that it is ſufficient to diftribute the real 
in the ſacrament without the wine. But would 


phraſe for the whole of a feaſt, and therefore 
the mention of it does not exclude other ingre- 


—_— 
* 


apart. But here is no mention even of the con- 


1 
erated, 


4% 


#vangelift in recording both the one and the other: 
muſt all this, I ſay, be imputed to mere chance? - 
Did they account this an inſignificant circumſfance, 
though — appear to lay particular ſt ret upon it? 


theſe queſtions by ſuch who interpret the paſſage 


— uſed by Luke in this rent 
pie 


it not have been eaſy to have confuted that fo 
phiſm, by obſerving, that eating of bread, is 4 


reduces ſo able a critir to o 


74. 


the original inſtitution of the ſacrament {/), th 1 


(#) Luke xxiv. ver. 30. (I) Ibid. Xii. 196 15 | b 
| 


3 


6 
1 
1 


I 


dients'of a feaſt. Beſides, the papifts themſelyes.. i 
allow, that, though the bread may be Uiſtributed KF 
without the wine, it is never to be conſecrated * .- 
ſecration of the wine. If then the evangeli/fs = 
filence is no proof that 2 wine was not conſe- 


| p 


* * x 
Fu a. 
. 22 
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crated, it 1s as little proof that it was not diſtri- 
buted. | ' 
From this paſſage I remark, (1.) That the 
Lord's Supper was the firſt religious inſlitution, in 
| which our Lord, after his reſurrection, manifeſt. 
| | ed himſelf to his diſciples. (2.) That this or- 


dinance was twice diſpenſed by Jeſus himſelf in 
the ſpace of a week. (3.) The evangeliſt's re- 
marking, that it was diſpenſed to the two diſci- 
f ples the firſt day of the week, ſeems an intima- 
tion, that our Lord intended it ſnould be a prin- 
BY cipal part of the ſanctification of the Chriſtian Sab- 
* latb. | 
* 9.8. Acts ii. 42. we are told of Peter's converts, 
1 that they continued ſtedfaſtly in the apoftle's doctrine, 
| 


and in fellowſhip, and in breaking of bread, and in 
prayer. The words an proſtarterountes, which 

we render continued ſtedfaſtly, properly denote con- 
Rancy, or perſeverance in an exerciſe, or waiting 
continually upon any thing, as appears from the uſe 

of the ſame word, Acts i. 14. vi. 4. viii. 13. and 
X. 7. Rom. xii. 12. and xiii. 6. And therefore 
. whatever is meant by breaking of bread, it is plain 
they were as conſtant in that, as in attending on 
the apoſtle's doctrine, and public prayer. All then 
we have to.enquire is, if the expreſſion relates to 
the Lord's Supper, or to a common meal. 
Dr. Whitby explains it of the latter, in his 
notes on. this paſſage. * I ſee, fays he, No ne- 
« ceflity to think theſe words relate to the re- 
{> ceiving of the ſacrament, for the phraſe of the 
„ breaking of bread is uſed by the evangeliſts, 
Matth. xv. 36. and Mark viii. 19, 20. when 
ER 5 they relate Chriſt's miraculous feeding the 
t multitude.“ | | 
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FREQUENT COMMUNICATING: 8 N 
But in anſwer to this, I would obſerve; ( 1 * 2 
That the argument does not require us to main- 
tain, that breaking of bread muſt always relate to 
the ſacrament. It is enough to our purpoſe, if 
the expreſſion is capable of that ſenſe, and if the 
ſcope of this paſſage makes it neceſſary here. (2.) 
That the phraſe is capable of being underſtood 
n of the ſacrament is . univerſally allowed; and 
Dr. Whitby himſelf explains it of the ſacrament, 
i. Adds xx. 7, 11. It is uſed by Luke eight times 
(n and by Paul thrice (u); and in all theſe 
1» paſſages, except Acts xxvii. 35. it is almoſt cer- 
. tain it relates to the Lord's Supper: and even that 

paſſage is applied by Tertullian (o) to that ordi- 
„ WH nance. Ignatius, a writer in the apoſtolic times, 
* uſes the ſame phraſe of breaking of bread, where 
Z he is plainly ſpeaking of the Lord's Supper (p): 
(3.) The other exerciſes mentioned here, in con - 
junction with breaking of bread, are all of them re- 
ligious exerciſes, attendance on the apoſtle's doc- 


\ 


p trine, fellowſhip, prayer. What then hath break- 
ng Ning of common bread to do in ſuch company ? It 
\re adds ſtrength to this argument, that Juſtin Mar- 


tyr (q) and Tertullian (7) mention the Lord's Sup- 
per, and the other exercifes of which Luke here 
ſpeaks, as ſtated exerciſes of the worſhipping aſ- 
ſemblies of Chriſtians. (.) The Syriac verſion 
of the New Teſtament, which is the beſt and old». 


his eſt extant, and probably was compoſed in the : 
ne- 2 


peſtolic. A if not by the apoſtles RY as. 
| £ 1 


(=) Luke xxii. 19, and xxiv. — 35. Acts ii. 1/4) 
Acts xx. 7, It. and xxvii. 335. () 1 T7 

6. and xi. 24, (o) Tertul. de Orat. cap. Ts 7 
þ) 4d Epheſ. cap. xx. p. 19. () Joſtin Martye. 

tpol. it. . 98. () Tertullian rern 2 


. 5 
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Mr. Jones has ſtrongly ſhewn, in his excellent 
book on the cangn ; that verſion, I fay, interprets 
bxeaking of bread of the Eucharift : and moſt of 
Me fathers were of the ſame opinion (s).--Fron 
| $3 this we may infer, that, in the public aſſemblies 
5 7 f the primitive Chriſtians, breaking of bread in 
1 xemembrance of Chriſt, was as ſtated an exerciſe 
| as attending on the apoſtle's doctrine, joining in 
ayer together, or communicating to the neceſ- 
ties of their poor brethren. {1 | 
$ 9. It is ſaid of the ſame perſons, Acts ii. 46. 
daily with one accord in the tem. 


i 

; 

1 And they, continuin 
1 le, and breaking bread in a houſe, did patticipdte 
1 the food with gladneſi and ſinglengſ of beart. 

70 . Suppoſe we were to retain the common tranfs 

lation, breaking of -hread from houſe to houſs, that 

would be no concluſive argument, that the Lord's 
ſupper is not intended: for the multitude of the 
faithful might render it inconvenient for all to 
partake of the ſacrament in one houſe, and on 
that account, it might have been difpenſed fucs 


{ 
1 
: 
4 
] 
r 
/ 
7 
y 
r 
b 


— — — 


„„ —_ 
2 
- 


. 


ceſhvely in different houſes. © | 
But our tranſlation is plainly faulty, and the 


„ 


— — 


* — 
* 4 
E „ „0 —— — — 1 
1 . . 
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aauſe of the miſtake is eaſily traced out: Fat# v. 
. emeran, in the firſt clauſe of the verſe, ſigniſiet A 
| t 


daily, or from day to day: and hence it was ima- 


-- 


oy 
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Fined, lt gion muſt bgnify, in every houſe, or Bi 
"oo bauſe to hatyſe : whereas it is evident, from 

the uſe of the prepoſition fata, when applied to 

place, that it denotes ſome precife determinats 
place. See Luke viii. 39. x. 32, 33. xv. 14. 
And xxiii. 5. Acts ix. 44. xi. I. xiii. 1. and xvi. 
7. 1 Cor. xvi; 19. Col. iv. 15. Philem. ver. 5 
| g an 
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en Vide Suiceri Thef. tom. il. p. 103. And Ob- 


Iz.” * 


it Ml and never relates to more places than one, en- 

s MW cept the ſubſtantive to which it is joined ba in 

the plural number, as Luke xjii 22. Ats v. ig: | 

m I viii. 1, 3. and xx. 20. or be connected wick an 

es MW adjeRtive denoting univerſality,” as Acts xv. 36, * 

n Accordingly Scaliger | obſerves, that in an old 

ſe Roman inſcription, Tamian ton kata polin, docs 

in not ſignify the treaſurer of every town, of The fr 

f. WM /uror from town to town, but the treaſurer of the | 
town, viz. Rome. To confirm theſe remarks,” IF - 


6, might obſerve, that neither the Arabie nor Sys - i 


but only af home, or in 4 houſe. . 
pe The temple being a houſe of prayer for all na- 

if; tions, that part of worſhip the diſciples were at li? 
at berty to perform there, and accordingly 2hey conn 
vs Wl finued daily with one accord in the (temple. Bu 


n. riac verſion renders ka?” oikon, from house to houſeg | | 


he Ml they could not diſpenſe the ſacrament there; with- --| = | 
ta out drawing upon themſelves certain deſtructio : 


} 


They were therefore under a neceſſity r 
private conventicles for that purpoſe, in place g 
where they might be in leſs danger of diſturbane& 


he Both Jews and Proſelytes were careful to pro 
ft} vide a large upper room, in their houſes ſor reli?⸗- 


gious exerciſes. What more probable, than that ©; 
d thei +} 


the primitive Chriſtians having 


or " 
om prayer, ſhould then repair to a large upper ro wm 
to to partake of the Lord's ſupper, perliaps that ver 


rament, Mark xiv. 15, 22. and where the ele 
ontinued, with Mary, in prayer and ſupplica⸗- 
tion, Acts i. 13, 14 (). This is the more fkely 
(t) Vide Joſ. Mede, in Operibus, p. 322. Gregor. 
n Obſer. * cap. iii. & Parſogiu ip LeRionibas 5 
ad Actus Apoſtolicos, Pe M.... 


upper room in which our Lord'inſtituted the fu ̃ 
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from what we are told, Acts v. 42. Daily in the 
temple and in a houſe, (for ſo it ſhould be render. 
ed) they ceaſed not to teach and preach Jeſus Chriſt. 
In the temple, to convert infidels; in the private 
houſe, to ftrengthen and confirm believers. _ 
From this paſſage, it is probable, that the 
church at Jeruſalem received the Lord's Supper 
every Day. | 
'$ 10. The next paſſage, to our purpoſe, is Acts 
XX. 7. And upon the firſt day of the week, when the. 
diſciples came together to break bread, Paul ide 3 
unte them, &c. | 
From this paſſage it is plain, (1.) That it was 
the cuſtom of the firſt Chriſtians to keep the Lord's 
day holy, or as a day appointed for religious wor- 
ſhip, and accordingly to hold their public ſolemn! 
aſſemblies on that day. St. Paul did not call 
them together as he did the elders of the church, 
ver. 17. but the diſciples were themſelves fade e- 
noi met in their aſſembly. The context informs 
that Paul tarried at Troas ſeven days. Though he 
was haſting to Jeruſalem, he did not, as he ea- i 
fly might have done, ſummon. an extraordinary 
aſſembly on any of theſe days, but contented him- 
ſelf with more private labours; and choſe ny 
" «ther to. delaywghis journey till the return of . 
firſt. day of the week, when he was ſure © 
full aſſembiy of Chriſtians. (2.) The great 45 
ſign of their meeting was t breal bread, i. e. to 
celebrate the Lord's Supper. This was with 
them a conſtant branch of the ſanctification of 
the Sabbath : and perhaps their thus remembering 
the death of Chriſt on that day, is none of the 
leaſt cauſes of its being termed the Lord's day. It 
| adds probability to this, that. rock HUB * terms 


the 
(a) chryſoſt. Hom. v. de Reſur.. 


* 
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, the Sabbath the day of bread. Shall we then, on 
che Lord's day, omit an exerciſe from which it 
principally derives ſo honourable a name ? >. 
$ 11. That in all church meetings the Lord's 
Supper was diſpenſed, is further evident from 4 
Cor. xi. 20, 21. The apoſtle had ſaid a little be- 
fore, that their meeting together was not for the 
better, but for the worſe : this he proves from their 
behaving themſelves ſo in theſe meetings, that they 
neither did nor could eat the Lord's Supper as be- 
ame that holy inſtitution. W#hen ye come together 
herefore into one place, this is not to eat the Lord's 
upper, i. e. it is not ſo to do it as that ſacred ac- 
ion ought to be performed. Now, this argument 
vidently ſuppoſes, that whenever they aſſembled 
ogether, they came to eat the Lord's Supper ; for 
dtherwiſe their coming together, ſo as not to eat 
he Lord's Supper, would be no proof that their . 
oming together was for the worſe. Had the a- 
Poſtle charged the Corinthians, as guilty in ſome 
articular meetings in which the Lord's Supper 
vas immediately concerned, we had then under- 
tood, that it was not a conſtant exerciſe in their 
orſhipping aſſemblies: but on the gontrary he 
harges them with profaning the Lord's ſupper in L 
Il their meetings: and what is termed coming ta- 
ether, ver. 17. coming to the church, ver, 18. com- 
g to one place; ver. 19. is termed, coming together 
p eat, ver. 33 (u). Which ſhews, that Mg 


(w) Coming together to eat is an expreſſion as liable 
d be perverted by the Papiſts, for exduding the laity 
om the cup, as Luke xxiv. 30. and Acts HF 42 But 
one, to ward off that ſilly argument, have ever ſaid 6 
at the paſſage has no relation to the ſacrament: of 
hy then need they ſay ſo in theſe other inſtance?:? 


g 


* = 
= 
p * % * 
o * 4 a 4%: 
, : ay 14 
. o 
U * 
j * oh _- 
* 5 F l % I 
— - G * * 
* 
* 4 * 
| 2 8 
„ OR > 0 
TS —L— py a _ 


% 


ces primitive Chriſtian 
1 Re ©. Peter King on the char, 
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the Chriſtians met together in one place for reli 
— exerciſes, —_ of bread was a pave of theif 


] 
fk 
SECTION „ 1 
r 
ſ 


E have, in the preceding ſection, demons 
ſtrated, from the ſacred oracles, that, in 
the days of the apoliles, diſpenſing the ſacrament 
was as ſtated an exerciſe in the meetings of the 
faithful, as Prayer, hearing the word, or collec- 
ting for the ſupply of their needy brethren ; and 
that accordingly in the church at —— they 
had daily communions, and in every church com. 
munions at leaſt once a«week. Let us next view 
how this pattern has been regarded or lighted 1 in 
after-ages, and with what ſucceſs. 

How the firſt ages of the church chasch 
themielves in this matter, is well known to all 
in the leaſt converſant with church hiſtory : ſo 
that I need only refer fuch to a few of the many 
who have 'writ on this ſubject (x), and ſave my- 
ſelf. the trouble of ſaying any thing about it 
But, for the fake of my unlgarngd readers, I fhall 
give a ſhort aboidgment of it oO be en 
more at large in theſe writes. 

The practice of thoſe, who lived in the very 
infancy of the church, muſt deferve peculiar v. 
ard. Their thorough acquaintance with the 
in which the New Teftament was writ, the 
. cuſtoms 


65 Caleini Inſt. lib. iv. cap. 40 90 — Bud 
dei Inſt. Theol. Dogm. lib. v. cap. 1 f 19. Dr 
ity, Part I. cap. 11. 8. 
Part I. chap: 7. FN | 
, terland on the eucharilt, Pn, S I 
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euſtoms to which it alludes, and with hf, 


other peculiarities which are now almoſt buri 


in obſcurity ; but eſpecially their converſing wit 


the apoſtles, or their immediate diſciples, muſt 


©, 


their doctrine with their blood, we cannot #8 
ſonably entertain the leaſt ſuſpicion, that they 
would dare knowingly to alter the leaſt circum- 
ſtance in the laſt, the dying command of their 
dear Maſter. 7 | 
$ 2. Pliny, in his epiſtle to the emperor Tra- 
jan (5), wrote about the year of Chriſt 110, 
which was only fix years after the death of the 
vangeliſt St. John, acquaints the emperor, that 
had found nothing to alledge againſt the Chriſ- 


ians, but their obſtinacy in their ſuperſtition ; 


and that it was their cuſtom to meet together on 
> ſet day before it was light, and to ſing a hymn 
Chritt as God, and to bind themſelves by the 
na, that they would commit no wicked=  * 
dels. 555 * * * 
Juſtin Martyr, who wrote, A. D. 155, is ano- 
her witneſs (c). On the day, ſays be, that is 
alled Sunday, all the Chriſtians meet together, 
ecauſe that is the day of our Saviour's reſur- 
eCtion, and then we have read to us the writings 
f the prophets and apoſtles This done, the 
reſident makes a ſpeech, exhorting the people 
d practiſe what they have heard. Then we all 
in in prayer: then bread, wine, and water are 
Fought forth, and the preſident having again 
D poured 


(5) Plin. Ep. lib. 16. op 7. Seque ſacramento. 


de tou eliou legomene emera, &c, 


bringer, e (e) Juſtin Martyr, Apol: it. p. 9 999. 
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f 5 (4) Tertullian de Orat. cap. xiv. p. 136. (e) Ept 
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poured out prayers and praiſes to God, there is a 
diſtribution and communication made of the facra- 
mental elements. Laſt of all, thoſe that are wil- 
ling and able contribute what they think fit for 
the relief of the indigent.---How exactly does this 
account of the worſhip of the primitive church 
by with that of St. Luke, Acts ii. 42? 
Tertullian, who lived about A. D. 200 (4%, 
takes notice of ſome, who declined receiving the 
facrament on the ſtationary days (Wedneſdays ll 
and Fridays) for fear of breaking their faſt z and 


SU as " * 


blames them for this as a fooliſh ſcruple.----This Wl 


paſſage not only proves that he thought it a duty | 


incumbent on the faithful to communicate ag 


often as poſſible, but that it was then a common | 
practice, to communicate cn other 2 as wor as 
Sundays. In A 

"Minativs Felix, who flouriſhed A. D. 230, peine 
af the Chriſtians n to eat ns a ſolemn 
day (e). 

2 (A. D. 250.) tells us, | that daily com- 
munions were the common practice of his time ( 
And Fortunatus, his cotemporary, made uſe of the 
fourth petition of the Lord's prayer as an agu 
ment for communicating daily. 

Victorinus Petavionenſis (A. D. 290, ) telle us, 


rennen (8). 23 


las die Solenni ceeunt. Min. Fel. p. 30. (F) Cf 
prian de Orat. Domin. p. 209, 210. ed. Bened. Fu: 
chariſtiam quotidie ad cibum ſalutis accipimus, &c: 
_ (8) Vid. Petav. de Fabric. Mundi ap. Cave, ;. 105 
Die dominico cum gratiarum nien ad bann 

. 1 
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Bafil, about the year 372, recommends come 
municating every day; and informs us, that it 
was the practice of the church of Cæſarea, where 
he was, to celebrate the ſacrament four. times a- 
week, viz. on Sunday, Wednalday, Taman, and 
Saturday (h). 

Ambroſe, biſhop of Milan; who was comms 
porary with Baſil, or whoever is author of the 
tract, in his works, de Sacramentis, juſtly blames 
the infrequent uſe of the ſacrament among 'the - 
Greeks, where ſome communicated only once a 
year; and ſeems to intimatę that daily communious 
were in uſe at Milan (i). 

St. Hierom tells us, that they were bkewiſp 
kept up in his time, (i. e. about the year 3900 ü in 
the chugehes of Spain, and at Rome ()). 0 

Auguſtin (about the year 410, ) tells us, that 
the Euchariſt was received by many on Saturday, 
as well as the Lord's day, yay week ; and by 
dome even dazly (4). 

5 3. Theſe paſſages are more than ſufficient to 
prove, that during the nt four centuries, the fa- 
crament of the — ſupper was diſpenſed even. | 
oftener than once a-week, and that it was a con- 
ſtant branch of the ſanRification uf the Sabbath. 
Let us next ſhew how it came to be Rent 
and what was the — nene. 
© 'The learned Dr. Waterland obſetres, char | 
during the gfirft three centuries, we meet with no 
canons made to. enforce frequent communion z 
ſcarce ſo much as exhortations to it, or any com · 
plaints of n in chat article, "which i is an ar- 

Da guy ( 


(5 BaGl, ep, — (50 Ambroſ. de 1 lib. Vt Tag | 
cap. 4. p. 449. (7) Hieronym. ep. 52. 2 1 
05 * EP» 118. ad . Py 3 
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tardy in that reſpect, but rather for dard and 


comfort of partaking of the holy communion (h). 
that ſhews, they had no ſcruple at communicating 
aſſign for this, is, that till then the religion of 


of hypocrites, from views e intereſt, in- 
termingled themſelves. with the*true diſciples of 
_ Chriſt; and in a century or two more, this little 


is no wonder that the frequent return of religi- 
+, ous exerciſes ſhould be uneaſy and diſagreeable 


ed by lukewarm Chriſtians, ous had fallen from 
their firſt love. 


eil held at Elibiris in Spain, that no offerings 
2 Gould. be received from ſuch as did not receive 


gument, that Chriſtians in thoſe times were not 
preſſing, under a high notion of the privilege and 


Tertullian, who lived in the cloſe of the ſecond: 
century, obſerves, as I remarked in the former 
paragraph, that there were ſome who ſcrupled to 
communicate Wedneſdgys and Fridays. But even 


every Lord's day. 

Bur 3 in the fourth century, defection from the 
primitive purity of the church began more and 
more to appear. The moſt probable cauſe, I can 


Chrift being perſecuted, few profeſſed it who had 
not felt the power of it. on their hea But 
ſoon after, Chriſtianity becoming the eſtabliſhed 
religion of the Roman empise 4'greater number 


leaven leavened the whole lump. 

Such nominal Chriſtians could have no juſt 
ſenſe of the uſe and benefit of the Lord's app 
and the obligations to frequent it. Having only 
a form of godlineſs, without the power of it, it 


to them. Their example would ſoon be follow- 


About the year 324, it was decreed at a coun: 


che 
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ot the Lord's ſupper (m): which ſhews, that ſome 
4 WH who called themſelves Chriſtians, . were begin- 
d ning to neglect the dying command of their pro- 
feſſed Lord. G ws PEI 
About the year 341, a council at Antioch de - 
creed, that all who came to church and heard 
the ſcriptures read, but afterwards joined not in 
prayer and _— the ſacrament, ſhould be 
caſt out of the church, till ſuch time as they gave 
public proof of their repentance (n). 3 
1e Towards the cloſe of the fourth century, men 
ew more and more cold and indifferent about 
m the Lord's ſupper ; ſo that the eloquent Chryſo- 
of ſtom complains, In vain ſtand we at the altar, 
id Wi © none care to receive (o).“ And in another 
ut place, after he had repreſented the danger of un- 
worthy receiving, he adds, I ſpeak not this 
er “ to deter you from coming, but from coming 
n-“ careleſsly; for as there is danger in coming 
of 7 careleſsly, ſo there is famine and death in the 
e“ not partaking at all. This table is, as it were, 
& the finews of our ſoul, the girding up of the 
«© mind, the ſupport of our confidence, our hope, 
© our health, our light, our life (p).“ ns 

The firſt council of Toledo, in the year 400, 
enacted, That thoſe who were obſerved never to I} 
come to the communion, ſhould be .admoniſhed; © 
and if they did not reform, obliged to ſubmit to 
penance: and that ſuch of the clergy as came not 
to the daily prayers and eommunion ſhould be de- 
poſed, if they did not reform after admonition (g) - "Il 


* 


n: 3 | From n 
gs 2 „ 
VE () Concil. Illiberit. can. xxviii. | (a) Concik. 
h \ntioch. can. ii. (o) Chryſoſt. Hom. iii. ip Epheſ. 


þ) Chryſoſt. in 1 Cor. x. Hom, xxv. (g) Concil. wy 4 
ol. 1. Can. v. xiji. Ac; pt g 1 * „ 


| 
„ * ” * 
"I, 
: 
*. 4 


we v"—_ 
r 


. ” - * þ * * 


— . « hy — 
N 


2 — 1 
3 a 
- x? - 


* 
- „ * , „ - ad " 
L "Xx. 5 | 
- , : : s * 4 4 
ww rn 2 ——— — . * e * 4 
a — — k - — +" £ b 
4 4 aw > a> — ” po 
- 
= = 2 
a A 
. . 3 IA = Aa en 1 * 
* | N „ — — oy 7 * r 1 - war © L - 2 TI: — 0 ates 2. 
% — £ \ — . ** — * T2 - an a = 4 . of 
: : . 4 93 + , 
Y «_ - * * * 
N — — 2 — - — — — X A . : 
* U gw ;w — — . 8 os oQ , by th * ** 2 * - — J — = b 
= ” - 2 
* 8 Py E ” 
d, . > 6 _ 3 * a TEE. aL 
- — 
— o - —— . nd a 
— — I 2 4 1 ” a. * 0 * _ — 
——— 2 — 2 Þy . 1 5 — * . * — — - i > — —— . 7 _ — — n pY . — 2 — n 
. _ 1 . — — _ PR. - _ - — . ww D 4 wo - 2 _ — N 8 — — 
a4 * * — 
N = * Py | - ved ——c_ cl * nous — — I — * _ — - — — — — — 2 " 
— 72 * GER — - 
P >; + — N * . . s 7 * = . — * — — = - - - — —— _ . 
rx wa * a . n — N — * . . - PREY * ” * w 
, . 

- þ — — W 
- ” — - 2 — — 4 + 


ESSAY ON 
From this decree it is plain, that though the {a+ 


crament was daily diſpenſed to ſuch as were wil- 
ling to receive, yet, that the neglect of that or- 
dinance had begun to infect the clergy as well ay 
the people. Yet hitherto this was a fault, with 
which only particular perſons were chargeable, 
and warmly teſtified againſt, not only by the moſt 
eminent fathers, but by the public canons of the 
church. 

But about the year 410, St. Auguſtine being 
conſulted, whether it was beſt to communicate 
daily, or on ſuch particular days when we were 
beſt prepared, gave this anſwer, “ Neither he 

© who communicates daily, nor he who does 
© not, really diſhonours the Lord's body and 
«© blood, while both contend only in a different 
© way, who ſhall do moſt honour to the bleſſed 
& ſacrament. For neither did Zaccheus and the 
« centurion ſtrive together, or one prefer him- 
4 ſelf before the other, when the former gladly 
& received our Lord into his houſe, and the lat- 
ec ter ſaid, I am not worthy that thou ſhouldſt come 
under my roof. Both did honour to our Savi- 
&« our, though in contrary ways, and both found 
* mercy. So here, one out of reverence dares 
ce not partake every day; another from the fame 
© reverence dares not omit it a ſingle day. All 
&« is well, ſo long as in either caſe the ordinance 
is not contemned (r).“ It is probable this 
deciſion gave the firſt riſe to the notion, that 
men might pay their reverence to the ſacrament 
by turning their back upon it; and that our Lord's 
command, Do this in remembrance of me, was as 
much honoured by forbearing his table as by fre- 

quentingſ 


£©c wy 


j 


y (r) Auguſtin, ep. Cxviii. ad Januar, 
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quenting it. And indeed it is ſtrange, that even 
the name of St. Auguſtine could make fuch a no- 


tion blindly followed. However, we muft ob- 
ſerve, as fome excuſe for that worthy Father, that 
the queſtion propoſed to him was, Shall a man 
communicate every day ? But had the queſtion 


been, Is communicating once or thrice a year ſuffi- 


cient ? he, no doubt, would have anſwered, No; 
and recommended weekly commumons, as Gen- 
nadius did, in the cloſe of the fame century, tho? 
he would give no deciſion as to daily communi- 
ons (s). I might add, it is plain, from Socrates? 
and Sozomenes' church hiſtories (1), that weekly 
communions were generally kept up till the year 
450. Socrates, however, tells us of two excep- 
tions. Whereas, ſays he, all churches through 
« the world, on the Sabbath day, in every revolu- 


&« tion of the week, celebrate the myſteries, they 


&« of Alexandria, and oy of Rome, on a cer- 
1 


« tain ancient tradition, have refuſed to do it.“ 
Probably the church of Rome was principal, that 
of Alexandria only acceflory, in this peculiarity: 
| For Alexandria drawing conſiderable ſums of 
money from Rome, for the corn with which ſhe 
furniſhed that city, might the eafier be led ta 


imitate the Roman cuſtoms : However others too 


ſoon followed their pattern. We ſee then to what 
we owe the neglect of weekly communions, even to the 
pretended traditions of the church of Rome. - 

At length communicating weekly, or even 
monthly, begins to appear burdenſome. The 


greateſt part received the ſacrament only three 


. times 


- (5), Gennodius inter Auguſt, op tom. vill. app. 


p--78. Ed. Bened. (e] Sacratis, lib. v. cap. 48. 


& Sozomen. lib, vii cap. 19. 
ft 
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times a-year, and ſome not ſo often. This oe» 
cafioned the council of Agde or Agatha in Lan- 
uedoc, met in the. year 506, to decree, that 
none ſhould be eſteemed good Chriſtians who did 
not communicate at leaſt at the three great feſti- 
vals, Chriſtmas, Eaſter, and Whitſunday (2); 
and accordingly, from that time forward, thoſe 
of the church of Rome eſteemed themſelves, in 
ſo far good enough Chriſtians, if they communi- 
cated thrice a year, and that it was preſumption 
to receive oftener (v). But in the Greek church, 
which was more diſtant from the fountain of cor- 
ruption, it was uſual to communicate weekly, 
even ſo low as the ſeventh century; and ſuch as 
neglected three Weeks together were excommuni- 
cated (w). And in the eighth Century, Bede gave 
it as his opinion, that daily communions would 
be highly ſalutary to Chriſtians *. But that opi- 
nion, not being very conſiſtent with the doctrine 
of tranſubſtantiation, which now began to be 
broached in the church, met with but ſmall re- 
gard; ſo that in a ſhort time it became the ge- 
neral practice to communicate only once a- year, 
at Eaſter; and this the council of Trent ſeem to 
account ſufficient (x). 3 | 
It was then the church of Rome which intro- 
duced ſeldom communicating ; for which, as for 
all their Innovations, they pretended an ancient 
Tradition ; and by which they alledged mens re- 
verence for that ordinance would be heightened : 
And indeed ſo it was, till Veneration gradually in- 
crealing 
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(4) Concil Agath. Can. xviii. (v) Bedæ, ep. 
ad Egbert, p. 311. (v) Theodor. Penitent. p. 46. 
* Vide Let. v. (x)] Concil. Trid. Seff. 13. Can. 3. 
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ereaſing, at length produced Adoration, and the 
blaſphemous abſurdity of a Wafer God. A ſtrik- 
ing inſtance how dangerous it is for Chriſtians to 

retend to ſecure reverence to the inſtitutions of 
their Lord, by methods different from thoſe which 
he himſelf has appointed; and that it is our only 
ſafety to adhere to the plan delivered us in the 
writings and practice of thoſe who were under 
the infallible guidance of the Spirit, without turn» 
ing aſide to the right hand or to the left. If we 
do otherwiſe, how prudent ſoever our meaſures 
may ſeem, and however pious our intentions may 
really be, we have in ſo far rejected the word of 
the Lord; and what wiſdom can there be in us ? 
6 4. The reader may poſlibly now expect an 


4 account what has been the practice of the pureſt 
+, Wreformed churches in this matter: But my ſmall 


xcquaintance with books, which can throw lit ht 
on this iniquiry, permits me to ſay but little on 
his head. t e ee 
In Bohemia the holy ſupper is uſually cele- 
drated four times a- year. They diſpenſe it oftener 
hen the need of the faithful requires it; but 
hus often they enjoin it to be diſpenſed for the 
ake of uniformity (y). | 285 
A national ſynod of the Proteſtants in France, 
et at Charington 1664, give it as their judg- 
ent, “ That, though the Lord's Supper is diſ- 
t penſed in their church only four times a-year, 
* greater frequency would be defirable, the re- 
* verence requiſite at the Lord's Table being 
* preſerved, that ſo Saints might increaſe in faith, 
© ARE « through + 


(3) Actount of the church order and diſcipline in hd ; 
he unity of the brethren of Bohemia, chap. Nl. 1 2 
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_ chap. xii. J 14. (a) Johnſon's unbloody Sacrifice 
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< through frequent partaking of the ſacrament, 
, as the primitive church did (2). 

The Lutherans have a communion every Sun» 
day and Holiday throughout the year (a). And 
though the number of communicants is often but 
{mall (5), yet it is uſual among them to commu- 
nicate three or four times a year (c). 

The church of England enjoins, that © in 
every pariſh church and chapel, where ſacra 
© ments are to be adminiſtered within this realm, 
© the holy communion ſhall be miniſtered by the 
« parſon, vicar, or miniſter, fo often, and at ſuch 
© times, as every pariſhioner may communicate at 
&« leaſt thrice in the year (d).“ It is well known 
that many of the clergy in that church have re 
commended, and that many of the well-diſpoſed 
mong their laity practiſe, a much greater frequen 
cy.----This has given occaſion to ſome, to aſper 
the Synod of Glaſgow's overture, as paving the 
way to Epiſcopacy. But is it not abundantly con 
fiſtent with the moſt rigid Preſbyterian principles 
to take a leſſon from our ſiſter church, where h 
practice approaches neater- the Scripture ſtandard 
than rode Is her obſerving an inſtitution of Chriſt 
any reaſon for our negleCting it? The pureſt church 
on earth may learn ſomething from churches le 
pure. And whatever ſome do, I ſhall never eſteen 
it a mark of purity, to ſay to others, Stand by, com 
not near me, for 1 am holier than thou. The more 
| we 
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(2) La Diſcipline des Egliſes Reformes de France 


Part II. p. 151. (6) Calvoer de tit. ecl. t. i. p. 758 
(c) Buddei Inſt. Theol. Dogm. lib. v. cap. i. J 19. 
(4) Canon xxi, of the Province of Canterbury. 
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we have of true religion, the more will we have of 
a humble, teachable diſpoſition, and a willingneſs +-- 
to be inſtructed, even by our weaker brethren. I 
wiſh 1 Cor. xii. 21. & /eq. were more conſider- 
ed. Progreſs in reformation can never be eÿ - 
peed, when the beſt things are rejected that 
other churches practiſe, under pretence of guard- 
ing againſt their corruptions. I cannot but ob- 
ſerve, that Cartwright (e) and Calderwood (F) 
charged the church of England with too ſeldom 
communicating. So different was the opinion of 
theſe great and good men, from that which now 
prevails. And I am well informed, that a great 
part of thoſe who were ejected for non-confor- 
mity in Charles II's time, diſpenſed the ſacra- 
ment monthly. I have now in my cuſtody, ma- 
nuſcript Memoirs of a private Chriſtian, who lived 
in the time of the civil wars in England, who, I 
find, received the ſacmment, with great profit, 
the firſt Lord's Day of every month, at the meet- 
ing where Mr. Aſh, a member of the Weſtmin- 
ſter aſſembly, and Mr. Robrough, one of their 
{cribes, were miniſters: And that if any incident 
prevented the diſpenſing the facrament the firſt 
Sabbath of the month, it was done, if poſſible, 

the Sabbath next following (g). - ; 
The churches in New England 


have no times 
univerſally ſtated for their celebration of the Eu- 
chariſt. Some have it once in four weeks, ſome 


manuſcript is intitled, The growth of a Chriſtian; and 5 


„sss lent me by Mr. William Hog, merchent in E- | 
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in ſix, ſome in eight : Some the firſt Lord's Day 
E 2 | . 
(J Cartwright's Reply to Whirgift, p. 117. = 
55 ) Calder wood's Altars Dawaſeenum. (g) The 
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66 | EBBAY ON 113227 7 
in every Kalendar month, and ſome the laſt. And 
the paſtors reſerve to themſelves a liberty of ak 
tering the times as they judge fit upon emergens« 
cies The paſtor gives notice a week before-hand, 
that the Lord's Supper is to be diſpenſed. In moſt 
places there are held private meetings of Chriſtians 

on ſome day of the week preparatory to the com- 
munion: And it is a frequent thing for the paſtor 
to be preſent at ſome or other of them; or elſe, 
perhaps, to hold a public lecture (%). | 

From the form of diſpenſing the ſacraments, 


Geneva (i, it appears, that the Lord's Day pre- 
ceding, intimation was made to the people, that 
they might prepare for that holy ordinance ; and 
that ſtrangers, who inclined to communicate, 
might converſe with the miniſter. On the Sa: 
crament Day, the miniſter, at the end of the 
ſermon, explained the defign of that ordinance, 
and how it ought to be received: Or, if he 
judged it neceſſary, ſpent his whole fermon on 
that ſubject. How often in the year the ſacra- 
ment was diſpenſed, is not there mentioned; but 
from Calvin's zeal to revive even weekly com- 
municating, it is probable it was at leaſt once 4 
month: eſpecially as Calvin approved the Book 
of common Order of the Engliſh church at Ge- 
"neva, where Knox was miniſter z which Book 
takes notice, that the Lord's Supper- was com: 
monly-uſed by them once a mpnth, ſo oft as the 
congregation think expedient (#). * 


- (5) Cotton Mather's Account of the Diſcipline in 
the Churches in New Enpland, p. 95, 96. (i) &. 
pad Calvini Tract. Theolog. p. 39, 40. (I) Book 
bf common Order, &c. Preamble to chap. R 
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compoſed by Calvin for the uſe of the church off 


"wa Aa a 


— 


m, 


9 wwd a» £A 4 


= >a -_ _ Xz4a - PA 


id 1 had almoſt forgot. to take notice, that te 
Creek church celebrate the ſacrament every Sun- 
16 day, and ſolemn Feſt ival, in their great churches, | 

d and that the laity are obliged to receive 1t four 

> WY times a year (m). 1 . 
$5. I riow go on to repreſent the practice of 


15 our own church in her beſt times. | | 
Before the reformation, in the year 1558, the 


few godly preachers that were in the kingdom, 
were forced by perſecution (like the primitive 
Chriſtians, Acts ii. 46.) to teach God's word, 


* and adminiſter the ſacrament in the fields, or in 

re. private houſes (n): ſo that their ſituation did not 

at BY admit of ſtated times for communicating. 

od The 2yth of April 1560, the great council of 

te, Scotland, laid their orders upon ſix miniſters, 

8a. whereof Mr. John Knox was one, to commit to 
the writing their judgment touching the reformation 


of religion. Upon this they drew up the firſt 
book of diſcipline, and preſented it to the great 
council, May zoth, 1560. Mr. Knox warmly 
urged, that it ſhould be publicly) approved. And: 


ba though he could not obtain this, yet, as private 

m. men, the whole body of the firſt Refermers ſigned 

eat, the 17th January, 1561, acknowledging” it to 

yok be good, and according to God's word, and 8 

Ge ming to fet it forward to the uttermoſt of theit  _ 

ook Power: The * aſſemblies, July 3oth, 1562, 
December 25th, 1562, and December 25th, 1 563, . 


ſeem to conſider it as binding on the chuveh: ©. 
Their opinion touching the times of yon ev, 
he Lord's Supper, they give in theſe words (e). 
e e Four, 
() Smith's Account of the Greek church. (a) Mr. 
odrow's Manuſcript of Mr. Row's Hiſtory, p. 56. by 
(%) Firſt Book of Diſcipline, chap. xi. f 5. of Dans 2 
ſop's edition. | RS. - 
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0 Four times in the year we think ſufficient to 
© the adminiſtration of the Lord's Table, which 


« we deſire to be diſtincted, that the ſuperſti- 
te tions of times may be avoided fo. far as may 


be; for your honours are not ignorant how 


« fuperſtitiouſly the people run to that action at 
0 Paſche, even as if that time gave virtue to the 
* facrament; and how the reſt of the whole year 
« they are careleſs and negligent, as if it apper- il 
« tained not unto them, but at that time only. 
4 
* 
c 
c 


© We think therefore moſt expedient, that the 


« firſt Sunday of March be appointed for one 
ce time to that ſervice: the firſt Sunday of June 
tc for another; the firſt Sunday of September for 
the third; and the firſt Sunday of December . 
44 for the fourth. We do not deny, but any ſe-· , 
„ yeral kirk, for reaſonable cauſes, may change; 
«© the time, and may miniſter oftener; but we 

* ſtudy to repreſs ſuperſtition.” An injunction , 
follows to catechiſe, eſpecially ſuch whoſe know.. 
ledge was ſuſpected, before the adminiſtration of 


the ſacrament. But there is not the leaſt hint ud 
of week-day's ſermons before or after the com · Wc, 
MUN1ON. - cc 
- At the fourth general aſſembly, which wa. 
. holden at Edinburgh, December 25th, 1562, and. 
of which Mr. John Knox was moderator, it wa. 
concluded, . That an uniform order ſhould be. 
cc kept in the adminiſtration of the ſacraments, ic 
te ſolemnization of marriage, and burial of theWn 
be dead, according to the book of Geneva. tem. 
© That the communion be miniſtered faur times all 


cc the year within boroughs, and twice in the yen 
«© in the country pariſhes. The ſuperintendents 
« were appointed to confer with the Lords 0 


« Secret Council, anent the charges to be bene 


0 FREQUENT COMMUNICATING. 35 


h Bi ed for the elements at the Lord's Supper (ↄ).“ 
i. 7: being reported in the general aſſembly holden 
Y BY at Montroſe, in March 1600, that ſome abſtained 
from the communion, under colour of deadly 
feuds, and other light cauſes, it was ordained, 
« That the preſbyteries command every particu» 
« lar miniſter, within their bounds, to tace up 
te the names of all within their pariſh, that they 
© may communicate every year once at leaſt z 
« and thereafter ſummon them to compear before 
« the preſbyteries, to hear and ſee themſelves or- 
« dained fo communicate within three months after 
« the charge (q). From this it ſeems plain, that 
the ſacrament was then diſpenſed vnce every three 
months; and this is my only deſign in mentioning 
it; for in other reſpects it was highly blame - worthy. 


appointed a committee to conſider what conſtitu- 


12th article of their report was © anent or- 
ce der to be taken that the Lord's Supper be more 
&« frequently adminiftered, both in burgh and land- 
% ward, than it hath been theſe years bygone ; 
« it were expedient that the act at Edinburgh, 


« courſe be taken for furniſhing the elements, 
« where the miniſter of the pariſh hath allow- 
* ance only for once in the year (r).“ This 
ſhews, that in the times betwixt 1600 and 1638, 
ſeldom communicating had: again crept in. We 
all know theſe times were none of the beſt. How- 
every 


(p) Mr. Wodrow's copy of Calderwood's nanuſtript 
iſtory, vol. I. p 792. See alſo Calderwood's printed 
Hiſtory, p. 816. (2) Ibid. p. 83). (7) Ac. 


The general aſſembly, met at Glaſgow 1638, 
tions ſhould be revived or made of new. The 


“December 25th, 1562, be renewed, and ſome 7 


ig 


of the general affembly from 1638 to 1649, p- . 
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40 ESSAY O | 
Ever, even then there were ſome, and theſe thy 
beſt friends of the Preſbyterian intereſt, who dif- 
ſed the communion oftener than once a year, 
need only mention the celebrated Mr. David 
Dickſon, then at Irvine, who diſpenſed the com. 
munion twice in the year (2); and Mr. Robert 
Blair, who diſpenſed it four times in the year, at 
leaſt after he went over to Bangor, 'in the county 
of Down in Ireland, where he was a chief ins 
ſtrument of the great revival of religion in that 
corner (r). If I had leiſure to conſult the printed 
or manuſcript Lives of other eminent men in 
theſe times, I doubt not but many ſuch inſtances 
could be given.----But to return; the good mes 
i e concernei 


(5) Chriſtians from many other places of the countty 
Ye/jorted to the communions at Irvine twice in the year, 
Account of Mr. Dickſon in Livingſtone's manuſcript 
Account of the Miniſters and Profeſſors of his Time, 
p. 144 of Mr. Wodrow's copy. - 
[t) The work of the Lord began to proſper. Mr, 
Cunningham of Holy wood helped us very much, and 
his little pariſh was a good example to ours. We d& 
ten preached the one for the other. We agreed alſi 
among ourſelves to celebrate the ſacrament of the 

80 Mer eight days in the year, four in his, and 
four in mine. So that proficients in both did all thele 
times communicate together. Mr. Blair's manuſcript 
Account of his own Lite, p. 71. of Mr. William Hog! 
copy- It is evident from that ſame manuſcript, p.94. 
97. that the miniſters in the bounds of the county d 
Down and Antrim, who were many of them Scotſmet) 
nad, at leaſt, one ſtranger aſſiſting at their communions 
and a ſermon on the Saturday, and another on the 
Monday. But all this was in the church where tit 
ſacrament was diſpenſed. For Mr Blair mentions i 
us ſomething unuſual, that, by an unexpected crop 

he was obliged to preach in the conrt of a caſtle. 4 


s * 


A — „ — - — . ll ACA Xautwo©*t mc —_— 


 ® « a = == = = FF Wa 


iS 
N 


Y 


- E 
124 a 


= N 


the Aſſembly re the above-mentioned article 
of the Committers report to the conſideration of 
Preſbyteries ; and declared that the charges ſhould 
rather be paid out of that day's collection, than 
that the congregation want the more frequent uſe 
of the facratnent. 7 . . 

A pamphlet was printed at Edinburgh, 164 r, 


ral, that the Lord's Supper is more frequently 
miniſtered in ſome congregations than in others, 


informs us, p. 21. * The Sabbath next, before 


end of the week, that the communicants may 
« be the better prepared by the uſe of the means 


of the pariſh, nor of any Faft-Days or unt 
giving-Days regularly obſerved befoꝶ and after 
the ſacrament. On the contrary, it. is aid, p. 24. 


* forenoon, the people meet again in the after- 
* noon, at which time the miniſter teacheth the | 
* dottrine of thankſgiving, and cloſeth the public 
* and ſolemn worſhip of that day, from which 
© the people uſe to depart refreſhed with the grace 


* freſh reſolutions to ſerve the Lord.” 


FREOUENT: COMMUNICATING. M 
concerned in the Reformation 1638, were [incetely” 
deſirous to promote greater frequeney in remems = 
bering the dying love of Jeſus. - And accordingly 


intitled, The Order and Diſcipline of the Church of 
Scotland. The author only obſerves in the gene- 
but he does not mention how often in any. He 
« the communion ſhall be celebrated, public 
« warning thereof is made by the paſtor, and of 


the doctrine of preparation to be taught the 
« laft day of the week, or at leaſt towards the 


« both in public and private.” Here is no men | 
tion of any other miniſter's aſſiſting the minifter 
The communion being thus celebrated in the 


* and peace of God, and ſtrengthened with new and * | 
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FSSAY ON © 


: Fo the 14th Seffion of the Aﬀembly met at E. 
dinburgb 1645, of which Mr. Robert Douglaſs 
was Moderator, the opinion of the committee for 
keeping the greater uniformity in this Kirk was 
laid before them, and, after ſerious conſideration, 
approved in all its articles, and ordained to be 
obſerved in all time hereafter. Among other 
things they enjoined, © That there be no read- 

* ing in the time of communicating, but the 
« miniſter make a ſhort exhortation at every 
« 'Table; that thereafter there be Silence during 
tc the time of the communicants receiving, ex- 

e cept only when the miniſter expreſſeth ſome 
few ſhort ſentences, ſuitable to the preſent 
© condition of the communicants in their recei. 
ing, that they may be incited and quickened 
jn their meditations in the action. That when 

e the communion is to be celebrated in a pariſh, 
« one Miniſter may be employed for affiſting the 
« miniſter of the pariſh, or, at the moſt, tus 
« That there be one Sermon of preparation, deli- 

199) ic vered in the ordinary place of public worſhip, 

— -1-FRE ce upon the day immediately preceding. That 

Wa! © before the ſerving of the tables, there be only 
cc one ſermon delivered to thoſe who are to com- 
«© municate, and that in the ſame Kirk there be 

| © one ſermon of thankſgiving after the commu 

te nion is ended. That the miniſter who cometl 

& to aſſiſt, have a ſpecial care to provide his ow. 

« pariſh, left otherwiſe while he is about to mi: 

ic niſter comfort to others, his own flock. be left 
« deſtitute of preaching (]. 35 3 
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 FREQUENT\COMMUNICATING. 43 
E- It is now time to enquire, how the preſent 
rareneſs of communions, and the multitude of 


or Wl week-days ſermons before and after them, was 
ras Wl firſt introduced. And all I can do, is to mention 
n, Wl two or three probable eonjectures, as I know no 
be certain account of that matter. 

aer It began, ſays one, in the perſecuting times, 
ad- when many miniſters under hiding, and the whole 
the WI Preſbyterians of a country, by ſtealth, ' got toge- 
ery cher. And when they met for this end, it my 
ing be once in ſeveral years, they knew not how of- 
exif ten to preach; and the people had a boundleſs 
me Wl appetite to hear, ſo long as they could be ſubſiſted 
ent and ſafe. But though the f= they were 
eive ¶ under ſufficiently exeuſed their fo ſeldom receiv» 
ned BW ing the Lord's Supper, is it poſſible for us to vin- 

hen dicate our conduct, who live in quiet and peace · 

dh, BY able times? It was neceſſity with them, and there» . _ 
the fore not blame-worthy ? It muſt be choice with ' | 


us, and therefore criminal. : 
The author. of Dan in Beerſheba, gives the 


hip following account of the matter, from two books 
Dba printed at London, 1657, (vis. Uldericus Veridi- 
oni cu; five de flatu Eccleſia Scoticenge. And, A true 
om WRepreſentation of the Riſe, Progreſs, and State of the 
te Be ¶Diviſions in the Church of Scotland, both of them 
mu rrit by public Reſolutioners. The General Af- 
methWſcmbly,. ſay they, in the year 1645, did eſtabliſh 


own order for preventing confuſion in the celebra- 
ion of the ſacrament, with which the whole church 
rere ſatisfied. Yet, fince our diviſions, our diſ- 
enting brethren have taken up a new and irregu- 
ar way of diſpenſing the holy Supper, whereby 
hey have turned it, either into a theatrical pomp, 
or into the Popiſb error of apus operatum.. It is bur 

eldom they diſpenſe this ordinance. But when it 

1 comes 


«A 
hy 


2» flock to them. To thoſe o 


to de a wedge to drive and fix a rent, let the ju- 


4 r on: 


comes to be adminiſtrated in a church where any 
of them is miniſter, even they who are in the 
remoteſt parts of the * being warned, 
{ their own party, of 

whatever pariſh, the heavenly bread is diſtributed, 
while moſt of their o pariſhioners are excluded, 
"They - have a great many miniſters aſſiſting them, 
fix or ſeven, nay, ſometimes double that number, 
whoſe: congregations are generally left deſtitute 
of preaching that day. Every day of their meets 
ing, viz. Saturday, the Lord's Day, and Mon- 
day, CN B. They had then no Faſt-Days }, many 
uf theſe miniſters do preach ſuctceſſively one after 
another; fo that three. or four, or ſometimes 
more, do preach at their Preparation, and as man 
on the Monday following. And on the Sabba 
ſometimes three or four preach before they go to 
the Action, beſides thoſe who preach to the mul. 
titude of the people, who cannot be contained in 
the church. Never before were there ſa many 
ſermons in any church in fo ſhort a time. Theſe 
practices, as they are a clear violation of the or- 
der unanimouſly eſtabliſhed in the church, and 
do occafion great animoſity and alienation of 
ſimple people againſt thoſe minifters who will ng 
imitate thoſe irregular courſes ; ſo unintereſ 
obſervers perceive a clear deſign in all this, tad 
up themſelves as the only zealous and piou 
people, worthy to be truſted and followed in on 
public differences: Which if it be not an injury 
to that ſacred ordinance, and an improving that, 
which ſhould be a bond of unity and communion, 


""Q A a iaa£_T =>-xqk,: 


„ 


dieious and ſober-judge.----Poſſibly ſome of theſt 
reflections were too ſevere, and diftated by Part) 


-& +4 ©22 
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Spirit; yet there is ground to think they were 
not wholly without foundation. 

It is not improbable, that the practice of che 
miniſters of the counties of Down and Antrimy 


about 1626, many of whom afterwards came oyer | 


to Scotland, might contribute to multiply ſermons, 
particularly in the fields, before and after com- 
munions. But when the Spirit is carrying on a 
remarkable work of conviction and converſion, | 
as he then was in theſe counties, things may be 


fit, which at other times would be bighly. vnſea- 4 = | 


ſonable (v). 

After the Revolution, the Lord's Supper contie 
nued to be ſeldom adminiſtered; ſermons on the 
Faſt-Day, Saturday, and Monday, were kept up, 
and many miniſters. employed to aſſiſt. The ge- 
neral afſembly 1701, to remedy theſe things, re- 
commended it to preſbyteries, © to take care, 
© that the ſacrament of the Lord's Supper be 
« more frequently adminiſtered in their bounds z 
c and that the number of miniſters to ſerve 
© thereat be reſtrited, ſo that neighbouring 

© churches be nat, thereby caſt deſolate on the 
Lord's Day (u 
The fixth act of che aſſembly 1711, gives ſo 
ſtrong a proof of the zeal of opr church for fre- 
quent communicating, that I cannot but inſert 
it entire.“ The general aſſembly, confidering, 
Fs that, in ſome places, . the. ſacrament of the 
« Lord's Supper is adminiſtered only in the Sum- 
* mer ſeaſon, where-through people are deprived 
*© of the benefit of that holy ordinance during the 
1 reft of the Year, do therefore recommend ta 

* eine 


- See Letter by p. 40. ws (w) at 19. Atem, 
W 9 85 


neee 


© preſbyteries to do what they can to get it ſo 
« ordered, that the ſacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
« per may be adminiſtered in their bounds, thro? 
the ſeveral months of the yea. 
The general afſembly 1712, “ conſidering, that 
ie the aſſemblies of this national church have, by 
4 ſeveral acts, appointed the frequent celebra- 
« tion of the Lord's Supper in all the congrega- 
© tions of this church, and judging that the due 
« obſervation of theſe acts will greatly tend to the 
© glory of God, and edification of ſouls; there- 
Cc fore did enjoin all preſbyteries to enquire if the 
&«. faid acts be duly obſerved by all the brethren.” 
By the ixth act of the aſſembly 1724, act 6th, 
aſſembly 1711, is revived and renewed; preſby- | 
teries are appointed to do all they can to have 
the Lord's Supper more frequently adminiſtered 
in their bounds, throughout the ſeveral months 
of the year; and enjoined to take care, that on 
the Lord's Day on which the facrament is to be 
adminiſtered in any congregation, the neighbour» 
ing congregations be ſupplied with ſermons. Preſ- 
byteries are appointed to call their reſpective bre - 
thren in their bounds to an account as to the ob+- 
fervance of this: And ſynods to call their re- 
ſpective preſbyterias to an account as to what is 
enjoined them. | . E 
The preſbytery of Edinburgh, by an act made 
the 27th of April 1920, did recommend the ſa- 
crament to be celebrated in their reſpective 
churches, at leaſt the months after- mentioned, 
viz. January in Canongate, February in North- 
Leith, March in all the churches of Edinburgh, 
* April in Corſtorphin, May in South-Leith and 


3 Kirk- Newton, June in Weſt-Kirk and Curry, 
Jul in Collington and Ratho, and again in Ca- 


nongate, | | 
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nongate, Auguſt. in Libberton and Cramond, 
September again in Weſt-Kirk, October in Dud-, 
dinſton, and again in all the churches of  Edin- 
burgh, and in November again in South-Leith ; 


and that any pariſh which cannot conveniently 8 


keep their diets above-mentioned, do it in the 
month of December that year. And that com- 


municants might have more time for private pre- 


paration, and that as few miniſters as poſlible 
might be taken from their own pariſh work, and 


ſo their congregations left without ſermon, where- 
by people, that do not communicate,. come-and 
incommode communicants, and profane the Lord's | 


Day * vaguing, idle diſcourſe, and other wiſe: 
They alſo agreed, that there be only two ſermons 


on the Faſt-day, one on Saturday, two on the 


Lord's Day, and one on Monday, that — 


bouring miniſters ſhould provide their churches 
with ſermon, and exhort ſuch as were not to 
communicate to keep their own pariſh churches 


and gave it as their opinion, that there ſhould be 


no Church-yard ſermons on ſuch occaſions (x). 
Theſe alterations, inconſiderable as they were, 
occaſioned a terrible outcry: And many [elders 

and private Chriſtians left their own miniſters. 


But, in a ſhort/time, this heat ſubſided, and the 


beſt and greateſt part of them ſaw that a ſepara- 


tion on ſuch grounds would be criminal. This 
was the more remarkable, as the number of ſer- 


mons was greatly leſſened, without increaſing. in 


any reaſonable proportion the number of com- 


* — 


munions, 


(x) See Dan an Adder in the Path ; or; Conſiders-: 3 | 
tions on the new Scheme of Communions in the RH 


bytery of e p. 6. And Dan in Beer 
or, the Idolatry of Communion Sermons, p. 1% 


2 
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8 „en on week days, i in the courſe of a year, as 


: 
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, 
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* 

* 


ere 
. muniong, which ze is no Vonder fonte ſhould be 


uncharitable enough to aſcribe to the lazineſs of 
. miniſters. "Whereas the fynod of Glaſgow's 
overture is not liable to ſuch a miſrepreſentation, 
the numder of communions in every congrega- 
tion being increaſed, and at the ſame time as many 


there ate in our preſent way. | 
I ſhall only aſk my reader, are our times bets 


* ter than the reformation and covenanting pe- 


a 
pn * 


"riods, when our church approached much nearer 


25 to the primitive fimpheity in diſpenſing the Sup- 


per of the Lord? Has our church gained any 
thing, has practical religion been increaſed by the 
change of the old for our preſent way? Does it 
not deſerve inquiry, if our neglect of frequently 
communicating, be not one cauſe, ran the ove of 
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SECTION II. 


1 NOW proceed to Combe; ſore of the prinei · 
pal objetion againſt * communicate 
ing. And, Fe { 

5. 7 It is alledged, that * the primitive Chrifti- ,Y « 

© ans were ſo eminent in religion, and fo well e 
prepared for the facrament, that 1 com- c 
* munions might, in their time, be highly ex- 

« pedient ; but that, in our degenerate times, the 

* caſe is altered, and our frequently partaking, 
« confidering our low attainments in grace, would 
« be highly dangerous.“ | 
But, if our attainments are fo low, #s there not 
4 cauſe? And what cauſe more probable, than 


our ſeldom attenfance « on that ordinance, which 
| | our 
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keeping up a lively 


and increaſe them. 


(5), the paſſover indeed was annual. God 'fixe _ 


ſtreſs is laid, is, that 
ſolemnity 


— 
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dur Lord intended as the p mene ; 
ſenſe of bis _ lere Bee 5 
ſides, as Calvin well. obſerves (a), the weaker 
cur graces are, the greater is aur need of tes |} 
quent attendance on * ardinance, to ſtren ©. MH 
It ought alſo to be remem e. 
bered, that even the primitive charch had Pots #- 
their feaſts of charity: St. Paul does not deſcribe 4 
a Chriſtian deportment in the church meeting of” * 
the Corinthians: but he no where adviſes 9 
to communicate ſeldomer, but only enjoins them 
to do — in a more beco manner... - 
$ 2. II. The Fewiſb Zee unt. a be 
ence a year ; therefore, ſay ſome, the Lord's Supper, - 
which comes in its place, fhenldhe diſpenfed no oſtener. 
To this I reply, in the words of Mr. Charnock 


ed it to that time; but they had their daily fa» - 
criticey in the temple, which were types of 
Chriſt, and remembrancers to them of what was 
in time to be exhibited. We have no ordinance _ 
ſettled by Chriſt in commemoration of his dearly 
but this only. i SI 
3. III. But the on which moſt 
equenty will leſſen the 
of the ordinance, and bring it into 
contempt. They argue thus, “ affeQtions are 
* wound up to a higher pitch by the novelty and“ 


" —_ 


(a) Quo enim n imbecMitate brummt eo 
majus ac frequentius in eo exerceri debemus, quod tum 
ad confirmandam fidem noſtram, tum etiam ad ſancti / 
tatem vltae promovendam, nobis uſu eſſe & poteſt & 
debet. Calvin de coena Domini, in Tract. Theol. 
Genev. bar a 5. (5) Charnock's works, {if 
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ESSAY ON - 
« rarity of any thing, whereas the commonrieſs of 
*'a thing, however excellent it be, cauſes them to 


, flag and cool. Scarcity advanceth, plenty abat- 
„eth the value of every thing. Thoſe acts of 


*-worſhip, which are frequently, are alſo ſlightly | 

performed: and ſince we cannot preſerve both, 

© we had better part with frequency than reve- 

x rence. For we ſhall more honour our Lord, by 

. partaking of his ſupper more reverently, tho 

ſeſs frequently, than more frequently with leſs 

. © reverence. ' Accordingly, how poor are the 

A fruits of this ordinance in the church of Eng. 
land, where it is fo frequently diſpenſed ?” 

- To this I reply, © 


(.) If frequent communicating is 2 duty, then 


danger of doing it with leſs advantage does not 


leſſen our obligations to that duty. For whatever 
danger there is, God foreſaw it, but yet did not 
| fee meet to guard againſt it, by enjoining us to 


communicate ſeldom. Shall we then pretend to 


be wiſer than God? and to have found out better 


means for ſecuring the honour of his inſtitutions, 
than the means preſcribed and practiſed by thoſe, 


who were under the infallible guidance of his Spi- 
rit ? Have not attempts of this kind proved the, 
ſource: of the worſt corruptions in popery ? Rea 


fon has no power to diſpenſe with, or to derogate 
from the poſitive laws of God, on pretence of do- 


ing them a ſervice. It is blaſphemous preſump- 


tion, tho' it may put on a cloak of humility, to 
judge that a ſufficient reafon to hinder thee from 


frequent-communicating, which our Lord did not 


judge a ſufficient reaſon to hinder him from com ;- 


manding it. Jf thou thus judge the law, thou art 
noc @ deer of the laws but @ judge. Is there in the 


whole 


1 
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Let us then ſee, heat the 
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whole Bible, any expreſs « or tacit diſpenſation from 
frequent communicating, if we happen to ima- 

ine, that frequency will leſſen our reverence? 
Pifobedience to Chriſt is no part of the reſpect we | * 
owe to the Lord's table. To obey ig better than 
ſacrifice. Our Lord did not ſay, honour 'the fas + 
crament, or dread it, or admire it, or adare it; but AL 
partake of it. We are not therefore at liberty 9 
ſubſtitute any other mark of reſpect to this ord- 
nance, in room of partaking of it. How ſingular :: 
he command, Do this in remems- "+ 
brance of me, to be diſobeyed from too nn 125 
gard ?* TT Wh 


ace, 


ly unfortunate is t 


(2.) Conjecture is 5 lighter: than. 


ion is . 
or diſproved by matter of fact. And here, on 


the one ſide, the hiſtory of the primitive church, : 

for more than three hundred years, 5 

conſtaney and reverence happily 1 — . 
ent. 


proves, that 


ther to God's glory and hi 
But, on the other hand, nh ſucceeding ages 


attempted, by leſſening the frequency to increaſe 


the reverence, the conſequence was, that, by 
denden the very being of the ordinance was in 
n . of being loſt, and a multitude of the 
terrible miſchiefs, and particularly a gene- 


fa 2 decay of the power of godlineſs, overſpread the 


hriſtian world. Was there not more religion in 


Scotland, at the reformation and 9 


periods, when communions were more frequent 


Since that ordinance began to be ſeldomer 28 


ſed amongſt us, has religion been a gainer ? 
not the goſpel thrive as well, "= are not com- 


munions as much honoured with the Redeemer's = | 
preſence in New-England (where, in ſome places,” 
ee ours every IN and ro 2 


the communion is di 


2 


. 
3. 
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ö vet that, in moſt pariſh churches, it is only 
pPenſed thrice a year, and even then the com- 

municants few. Nay, as I remarked in the pre. 
doeding ſection, ſo early as the time of Cartwright 
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in all at loaſt once in the two months) as it does 


With us ?--+As to the church of England, I can 
- prove from the writings of ſome of their divine, 


1 that tho* they abſutdly enough read the commu» 


2 nion fervice almoſt every ſabbath and holiday, 
dif- 


und Calderwood, infrequency in communicating 


| 1 as objected to the church of England. So that 
Whatever contempt may be poured on the Lord's 


table by any in that churc 

_ objection well grauen. | 
+ (3+) Does , Bible ſpeak ſtrongly on the 
ſolemnity of prayer, 
in ſpeaking to God? And does it not tell us, 


„ will never prove. the 


that the word when heard unworthily, is a ſavory - 


of death unte death ? Shall we then pray ſeldom, 
und hear the word ſeldom, that we may do it 


ourſelves to the danger of praying unworthily, 
And hearing unworthily? Would not this wa 


bf reaſoning be fallacions, if applied to prayer, 


und hearing the word? And is it not equally fo, 
when go to the ſacrament? The godly will 
pot quit rheir reverence to the Lord's table upon 
any the greateſt frequency, as appears by theit 


|, - - uniting frequency and reverence in other religi- 

dus inſtitutions. And the ſhew of reverence the 

INF ungodly bring to it, is not worth the D 
rs py | 


tels is it worth the purchaſing at fo 


det a rate, as the depriving ſaiuts of this ordi - 
(4) Prayer; 


F 7 7 2 4 . 


and the danger of rafhneſs 


with the greater ſolemnity; and ſo not expoſe 


SS ST i , amo * * 


that it ought to 


« ſentation of it to our ſenſes, in fuch a wa! 
5 Chtift has inftity*ed, not as men may NT 


EU COMMUNICATING... 8 
(4.) Prayer, hearing the word, Or, are hort 


leſs uſeful by reaſon of their freq 
who oak in them moſt, find moſt benefit f in 


them: The ſame may be ſaid of meditation, 5 I, 
ſelf- examination, and other religious exertiſes, © -- 
Why then ſhould it be ſuppoſed, that räreneſb i 
remembering Chriſt's death in the ferme, 
ſhould add to the effect of that ordinance:ẽ 

it muſt be owned, adds a force to every © 


Novelty, 
thing. Fulneſs bigs. _cheapneſs on the very 
bread of life: 0 


preathing the t and heart-affeQting truths 
of the goſpel, leſt by oftener wn on them, I 
they mould affect leſs? FD 


Mr. Charnock (c), „To be frequent in commu- 
« nicating is agreeable to the Axinds: of the ore 


„ dinance, and neceſſary for the wants of x 


* Chriſtian. By too much faſting we often 1013 


— 


yer who would infer Gam this, 
| withheld till famine enhances - 
the price Gu that we ought to be feldom in 


52 
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[ ſhall conclude this head with eb 


„our ſtomachs. 'Too much deferring does mots . _ 


„ hurt than frequent communicating. The of. 
tener we carefully and believingly communi- 


5 cate, the more difpoſed we ſhall be for it: 6 
ct jt de worthily received, it increaſeth „ 


| © yerence of God, and affection to x rg And 
1 chat is the beſt reverence of God which on. 


« eth his authority. Chriſt's death is to be every 


« day fixed in our thoughts; and to help out 


% weaknefs, there ſhould be a ftequent Tepre 


le) Charnodk, ubi ſupra, and p. 54% 


F : 
* * 
' 
L : 
* - 
* - 
= o 

. 

= 


N 
1 
"4 
«3 
1 
1 
4 


D % S2 
* " ” 
7 
, * 1 
* 54 
= 


sT ON. W 
$ 4. N. But it will ſtill be urged, © That 
« partaking of the Lord's Supper is the neareſt 
« approach we can make on earth to the great 
« and dreadful God, and therefore requires ſuch 
« awe and reverence, and ſuch degrees of . ſo» 
et lemn preparation, as would be utterly impoſ- 


” 4 


© Gble, were that ordinance frequently diſpenſ- 


. M | | 
I grant many pious and excellent divines have 


ſaid this and a great deal more. But where does 


the Scripture ſay ſo? To the law, and to the teſtis 


mony, if they ſpeak not according to this word, it is 


becauſe, in ſo far, there is no light in them. 

We ought never to approach God in any or- 
dinance without a reverent, penitent, humble 
frame, and a heart broken for ſin. But it would 
be a ſtrange inference, that therefore there ought 


to be a faſt-day, with three ſermons, and a pre · 


paration day, with two ſermons, before every 


time the ſacrament is diſpenſed. Theſe diſpoſi- 


tions are neceſſary in every approach to God in 
other ordinances, and therefore if public faſts 
and preparations are neceſſary before the ſacra- 
ment, they are neceſſary before them alſo, We 
ſeem to have made a diſtinction in this matter, 
beyond what we have warrant for in the word of 


God, as if this ordinance were placed at a greater 


diſtance from others, than it really is, 
The vaſt preparations the people of the Jews 


were obliged to make before the promulgation 


of the law, are urged in ſupport of this no- 
tion (d). And from the miſapplication of ſuch 


paſſages of ſcripture, many of the beſt of Chriſ. 
2 Monks tian 


(4) See Exod. xix, xx. chap, 


te. Mt. 
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tians approach their reconciled God and Father 
with a flaviſh awe, like that of the Iſraelites, 
when approaching the mount that burned with 
fire; or that of Peter, when he ſaid to our Lord, 

Depart from me, for I am a ſinful man. They ſit 
down at the table of the Lord, with as great ter- 
ror as the high prieſt entered the holieſt of all 
on the day of atonement, when, for the very 
leaſt accidental miſcarriage or inadvertency, dur- 
ing his ſhort ſtay there, 2 was in danger of be- 
ing ſtruck fend. Doubtleſs the ſeldom diſpen- 

ing this ordinance has led many of the leſs ju- 
dicious into ſuch melancholy ſuperſtitious appre- 
henſions, and raiſed ſuch terrors in their mind, 
that they could not attend upon God in this in- 
ſtitution without diſtraction, 3 thus were de- 
prived of much of the comfort and benefit, which 
otherwiſe they would have reaped from it. Such 
I would entreat to conſider the differences of the 
legal and evangelical diſpenſation, and of the 
ſpirit of bondage flowing from the one, and the 
ſpirit of adoption which ſuits the other, as repre- 
| ſented to us, Rom. viii. 15. Gal. iv. 25, 26. Heb. 
Iv. 16. x. 19,--22. and xii. 18,--24. 

And here I cannot but take occaſion to re - 
mark, that the day of atonement was the only an- 
niverſary day of faſting, humiliation and confeſ- 
hon of fins which God enjoined the Iſraelites. 
All their other annual holidays, except theſe 
which they themſelves appointed, after their re- 
turn from the Babyloniſh captivity, were days of 
joy and thankſgiving (e). If then the Jews had 
more thankſgivings than faſts, why ſhould" not 
the Chriſtians? Is not our cauſe of joy e 


98. 
(e) Univerſal Hiſtory, vol. III. octavo aides, P- 44. 
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r 
g 5. V. But we are told, that * introdueing 
frequent communions is an innovation, and 
s that all innovations are dangerous.“ But it 
js an innovation in no other ſenſe, than the doc- 
trine of juſtification by faith was in the days of 
Luther. The trueſt and pureſt antiquity is an 
our fide : whereas our preſent practice is a plain 


defection from the primitive pattern. 
866. VI. It is further argued, that “ the great- 
e eſt part of well · diſpoſed people in Scotla 


« averſe to this change.“ . ; 
But in matters. of dafine and warſhip, we/ 
ſbould take our direction only from the word of 
God, fince the beſt and wiſeſt of Men hate 
erred, and may err; and it is natural to moſt 
people, to be prejudiced againft any thing in 
religion, to which they have not been accuſtom- 
ed. In the preſent queſtion, I have met with 
many of the moſt ſolid and experienced Chriſti- 
ans, wha have declared, that frequent commu- 
nions in the way propoſed, would be highly de- 
fireable. But they added, that the bulk of guod 
ple were ſo keen againſt it, that they thought 
it ſhould not be attempted. Whereas, I have 
reaſon to think, that if goad men wha approve 
the overture, were hut half as honeſt in telling 
their ſentiments, and half as zealous to make 
proſelytes, as thoſe whiwgifapprore it, in 2 very 
tmort time, maſt who MM any reliſh for reli 
gion, would drop their 'oppoſition, and pray for 
its ſucceſs. - But generally thoſe on the wrong 
fide of a queſtion, are moſt clamorous and noify.. 
H great names were of any weight in ſuch a 
debate, I could eably multiply authorities. But 
I ſhall content myſelf with mentioning the few: 
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Calvin handles this ſubject with great accu- 
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racynmpmis inſtitutions, lib. iv. cap. 17. 544-4 = 3 


He tells us it was then the praQtice, to receive 
the communion but once a year, and that in 4 
formal, ſuperficial manner (7). And after hay r, 
7 8 ae . Bs fx | * 
ing urges frequent communicating from the de- 
the ordinance, and the practice of the a 
| potions and prunes church, he adds, And 


ben þ 


© doubtleſs the cuſtom of communicating only 
© once a year, is the invention of the devil, who» 


„ever was the inſtrument of introducing it.“ * 


And a little after. Our practice ought to be the 
very reverſe. Every week at leaſt, the Lord's 
&© table ſhould be ſpread before the aſſembly of 


« Chriſtians, and the promiſes upon which they 


&© ſhould feed there opened up to them. None 


« indeed ſhould be forced to it, but all ſhould be 


« exhorted and encouraged (g).” _ | 
Mr. Baxter, in his Chriſtian Directory, part 


= 
. 


II. p. 101. havi 


„ 


/) H#c abunde oftendunt, factamenram don inſſi- 


tutum ideo fuiſſe, ut ſemel quotannis acciperetur, id- 
que perfunctorie, ut nunc communiter moris eſt, \ 44. 
(tg) Et ſane h#c conſuetudo quæ ſemel quotannis 
communtcare jubet, certiſſmum eit Diaboli inventum, 
eu juſcunque tandem miniſterio invecta fuerit. Et paulo 


peſt. Longe aliter factum oportuit. Singul is ad mini- 


mum hepdomadibus proponenda erat Chriſtianorum 
eetui menſa Domini, declarandz promiſſiones, quæ nos 


in ea ſpiritualiter paſcerent. Nullus quidem neceſſi- ; 
ute cogendus, ſed cohortandj omnes & ſtimulandi. 1. 


4 - 
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propoſed the queſtion, how . 
often ſhould the ſacrament be now adminiftered,. 
that it neither grow into contempt nor ſtrange- 
eſs? He thus anſwers it. Ns I 
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mould be ftiff 


giving daily is proper to them: and we may as 
well deny the obligation of other inſtitutions or 
apoſtolical orders, as that. (2.) It is a part of 
the ſettled order for the Lord's day's worſhip, and 
omitting it, maimeth and altereth the worſbip of the 


day, and occaſioneth the omiſſion of the thankſ- 


iving and praiſe, and lively commemorations of 

hriſt, which ſhould be then moſt performed; 
and. ſo. Chriſtians, by uſe, grow habited to ſad- 
neſs, and a mourning melancholy religion, and 
grow .unacquainted with much of the worſhip 
and ſpirit of the goſpel. (3.) Hereby the Pa- 
piſs lamentable corruptions of this ordinance 


ave. grown up, even by an exceſs of reverence 


and fear, which ſeldom receiving doth increaſe, 
till they are come to worſhip bread as their God, 


(A.) By ſeldom communicating, men are fedu- 


ced to think all proper communion of churches lietht 


in that ſacrament, and to be more profanely bold 


in abuſing many other parts of worſhip. (5.) 
There are better means, by teaching and difci- 
pline, to keep the ſacrament from contempt, than 
the omitting or diſplacing of it. (6.), Every 
Lord's day is no oftener than Chriſtians need it. 
(J.) The frequency will teach them to live pre- 
pared, and not only to make much ado once a 
month, or quarter, when the fame work 1s ne- 
glected all the. year beſide ; even as one that Jiv- 
eth in continual expectation of death, will live 
in continual preparation: when he that expert, 
5 | 2 


„in well diſciplined churches, it 
every Lord's day. For, (1.) We 
Have no reaſon to prove, that the apoſtles exangs - 
ple and appointment in this caſe was proper td 
. thoſe times, any more than that praiſe and thank: 
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frighted into ſome ſeeming preparations, whi 


a duty at all times. And therefore extraordinary 
caſes may raiſe ſuch impediments, as may hinder 
us a long time from this, and many other privi- 


leges. But the ordinary faultineſs of our imper- 


fect hearts, that are apt to grow cuſtomary and 


dull, is no good reaſon why it ſhould be ſeldom, 
any more than why other ſpecial duties of wor- 


ſhip and church communion ſhould be ſeldom. 


Read well the epiſtles of Paul to the Corinthians, 


and you will find that they were then as bad as 
the true Chriſtians are now, and that even in 
the ſacrament they were very culpable; and yet 
Paul ſeeketh not to cure them by their n 
communicating, Thus far Mr. Baxter. | 

A worthy miniſter in the ſhire of Ayr, in a 
letter to me, dated October 10th, argues thus, 
* What a reproach is it to the church of Scot= 


„ land, which boaſts of a farther degree of ro- 


« formation than even ſome other proteſtant 
« churches, to fall fo far, I had almoſt ſaid, ſo 


© ſcandalouſly ſhort of them all, in commemo- 


rating the dying love of our blefled Redeemer? 


6 I — it is alledged, frequently communicat- 


“ ing will leflen our reverence for the ſacra- 
„ment. But the contrary. will, I preſume, 
* abundantly appear, by comparing thoſe who 
do now communicate four times, and oftener, 


* in the year, with thoſe who never think of it 
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are not the habit of his ſoul, but laid by agua "Pi 
when the diſeaſe is over. | 
But yet I muſt add, that in fome undifciplins 


ed churches, and upon ſome occaſions, it may bs 
longer omitted, or ſeldomer uſed. No duty is 
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ligious duties in a ſerious manner at all, 
as to thoſe who do, I believe it will be bound, 
that tlie more Frequently real Chriſtians are 
exerciſed in them, whether praying, reading, 
hearing, meditating, or communicating, they 
are apt to acquire ſtill higher degrees of per- 
fection, in theſe uſeful exerciſes. 

« As to abridging the number of ſermons, &c. 
beſides the obvious neceſſity of this, in order 


to the greater frequency of that ordinance, 1 
think it ſeems to be allowed, by moſt think- 


ing people, that we have got into rather a 
too mobiſh way, I may call it, of adminiſ- 
tering that ſerious and ſolemn ordinance. I 
dare ſay, that if a computation were to be 
made, it would be found, that in ſome places 
where there are not above 500 or 600 com- 
municants, there will be, at leaſt upon the 
Lord's day, near as many thouſand people, 
moſt of whom muſt be at leaſt idle and irreve= 
rent ſpectators, or rather diſturbers; not only 
crouding the paſſages, ſo as renders it next to 
impoſſible for weak and infirm people to go 
to and from the table with due compoſure, but 
in a conſtant motion to and from ale-houſes, 
yards, and other places, where barrels are 
kept for the entertainment of ſucceſſive com- 
panies, whoſe conyerſation generally gives of- 
fence to every ſerious Chriſtian, that acciden- 
tally over-hears it.” 

— none think, ſays Mr. Williſon of Dundee, ä 


that frequency of the adminiſtration would ex- 
_ poſe to contempt : for I am ſure no worthy com- 


municant 


of a frequent repetition, but rather prize it the 
more. 
to contempt by partaking every Lord's day? Nay 
was not their eſteem of it 4 higher than theſe 
who diſpenſe or receive it only once in two years: 
I wiſh the words of our dying Saviour, and the 
acts of our general aſſembly, relative to this mat-" 
ter, were more adverted to by one and all of us 


(h).---- And in another place, he thus anſwers the 


queſtion, Are, we as much obliged to frequent com- 


municating as the apoſiles and primitive Chrifttans 


were? Though _ were in a much better frame 
for it, as having had more recent and warm 
impreſſions of the love and death of their Re- 
deemer conſtantly upon their ſpirits. than we 


have; yet certainly we are under as ſtrong ob- 


ligations to frequent partaking as the firſt Chriſ- 
tians were: for we have the ſame Lord and Sa- 
viour that they had, and are under the ſame ob- 
ligations of love and gratitude to him. We have 
the ſame need of the application of Chriſt's 

blood, and a confirmed intereſt in his meritori- 
ous death, that they had - and conſequently the 


fame need of this memorial feaſt and ſealing or- 


dinance (i). And anſwering the queſtion, Is not 
frequency apt to breed formality in this duty ? He 


* obſerves, (I.) The ſame thing may be alledged 


with reſpect to cher duties, which yet is no 
good argument for the unfrequent practice of 
them. 
on the holy ordinance and inſtitution of 3 
but 

4 


(5) Willifon* 8 POE to his Sacramental Catechiſm, 
p- 9 (i) Sacramental Catechiſm, p. 86. 
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municant will undervalue this ordinance Pech 


id the primitive Chriſtians bring it in- 


(2.) This fault is nowife chargeable up- 
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but upon the corruption and careleſſneſs of our 
hearts, which we ought diligently to watch and 
ſtrive againſt ; endeavouring, in Chriſt's ſtrength, 
as often as we partake, ſo often to prepare for it, 
with all due care and ſolemnity (&4). 

Mr, Jonathan Edwards, of Northampton in 
New-England, in a book, intitled, Some thoughts 
concerning the preſent revival of religion, p. 214. of 


the Edinburgh edition, ſays, © It ſeems plain, by - 


ec the ſcripture, that the primitive Chriſtians were 
« wort to celebrate this memorial of the ſuffer- 
c“ ings of their dear Redeemer every Lord's day; 
« and fo, I believe, it will be again in ; 
6 church of Chriſt, in days that are approach- 
c ing.“ | 11 | ; 
$ 7. VII. It is alledged, increafing the frequency 
of communions, eſpecially in the way propaſed in the 
fynod's overture, will accaſion a neu and formidable 
ſecęſſion. | | 1 x 
But, as Mr. Randal has well obferved, in a 
paper reſerred to, Section IV. g 1. “ Moſt who 
« would leave a church on ſo frivolous a pre- 
dc tence, are in the ſeceſſion already: and proba» 
ce bly the preſent way of adminiſtering the ſacra- 
« ment may be one cauſe of it. Too nice 2 
e picking of miniſters at theſe times, taught the 


C people to deſpiſe ſome, whom now the beſt 
 & amongſt us would willingly pull out of their 


dc praves, if they could. The ſeceſſion is now 
« leſs formidable through their diviſion.” And 
the party of them who befriend the burgeſs oath, 
have, of late, expreſſed ſo much moderation and 
charity to the church of Scotland, in ſome of the! 
| | . printed 

WR 


(4) Sacramental Catechiſm, p. 87. 


printed papers (I, that I cannot bring myſelf to 
d ink hoy would condemn an 9 hag 
ly reaſonable. When people ſee that it is not 
lazineſs; but à ſubjection to the authority of Chriſt, 
and regard to their edification, that make us de- 
ſirous of more frequent communions, their pre 


judices will ſubſide. And ſhould it be otherwiſe, 


the affections of our people, valuable as they are, 


would be. too dearly purchafed, by diſregard to 


the commands of Jeſus. 


SECTION Tv. 


' AM now to enquire, whether the ſynod's 
overture is not the moſt proper, and leaſt ex- 
ceptionable means to promote een commu- 
nicating. I ſhall not be ſtiff in afſerting this: 
but hitherto no better plan has been propoſed, 
that I know of. I chuſe, in this part of the ſub- 


ject, to deliver my ſentiments in the words of 


two worthy miniſters, who have thought much 
on the queſtion. | | 

The one is Mr. Willifon of Dundee, preface 
to his Sacramental Catechiſm, p. 12. J con- 
& feſs there is one thing amongſt us, which is 
« a great obſtruction to the frequent celebration 
« of this ordinance, viz. the great numbers of 


« miniſters and preachers now. uſed on ſuch oc- 


« caſions, which truly makes that folemn' work 
«& buſineſs of ſuch outward toil and labour to 
ce the adminiſtrators, as diſcourages them fre- 


« quently 


(1) See Mr. Hutton's Speech; p. 55. Mr. Rapk 


Erſkine's Review of Mr. Gib's Rematks, p. 17. and 


Synod Sermon, p. 32. 
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« quently to undertake it. So that till ſome &&“ 
4 gulation be made in the aforeſaid reſpect, ! 
« en of / ſeeing this holy ordinance = bers 3 


, 


4 


© ſo frequently amongſt us as it ought to 


4 In the days of old, there was leſs preaching at 
“ communions, but much power and life in them; | 


* but in our days there is mitch preaching, but 


little power. Not that I ani againſt much 
x preaching at theſe occaſions, where there is an 
> appetite among the hearers, and where plenty 
of miniſters may be had, without laying 
ie the neighbouring congregations deſolate, or 


© proving any let to the frequency of this ordi- 
* nance: but to make it a /anding order, that 


„ there ſhall be ſo many preachings, whether 
=" there be an appetite. or no, or whatever in- 


ac conveniencies ſhould follow, I apprehend can- 
ic not be ſo eaſily juſtified. I acknowledge, about 
& the time of our late happy revolution, when 


c ſo much preaching at communions began to be 


« a ſettled practice, there were ſuch vehement 
« dees among the people after the ordinances, 


'« and lively preaching of the word, that had 


« been ſo ſcarce for ſo many years before, that 
« it was neceflary to gratify them, with much 


« preaching, at theſe ſolemn occafions ; but it is ' 


« not to be expected, that theſe longings ſhould 
« always continue. In the primitive times 


« Chriſtianity, when the diſciples hearts flowed 
with love to their lately crucified and aſcend- 
ed Redeemer, they had ſuch burning deſires 
after the ordinances, and preaching of the 
, goſpel, that the apoſtle Paul 


at the celebra- 
« tion of the Lord's Supper, Acts xx. 7. was 


i encouraged. to continue preaching with the 


« people 
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people till midnight; yet none ever pled, th 
* ** apoſtle's practice, on that oecaſion, ſhould. 


« be a Randing rule for the. chend in all tine "<q 


« coming. 


The other is Mr. Randal of ab in a r 5 ny | 
ten paper, where a plan much like that of our 


ſynod is propoſed, And a3 that paper firſt engag» 


ed me to apply my thoughts: to this important . 


ſubject, I ſhall inſert the greateſt part of it. 


« ur preſent -manner, lays he; of daun f 
« of the ſacrament, by employing three working 


« days in attendance on preaching, on every | - ||| 


* ſuch occaſion, renders the frequent 1 
« of that ordinance inconvenient, if pot 
«© fible. For, | 


« prive them of ſo many days of labour. And 
« as induſtry and improvement increaſe, that 
c difficulty will increaſe alfo ; eſpecially; as ſome . 
85 * in theſe things, have not ſo great 
« a reſpect, as might be wiſhed, for religious in- 
« ſtitutions. But if all were willing to attend, 
© there are not many ſeaſons w—_ in landward 
« Pariſhes, they can have leiſure, ef 
« lint improvement goes on, whi 
« tens the leiſure time in ſummer. _ 
4 (2.) Though miniſters may not f| 
u the expence, with which diſpenſing the facra» 
ment frequently in our way would be attends 
« ed, will ever be an effectual ſtop to t. 
4 (3-) Our preſent way is very inconvenient 


« to every ſingle miniſter. As almoſt all have yu 


* the ſacrament once a year, each mult aſſiſt five _ 


We _ this hurries and hin- 


4 (.) It is hard to bring our. people & to 9 Ne + 4 
« liſh a frequent adminiſtration, if it muſt de: 
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ders, in 2 great meaſure, from that folemnit 
* of thought, which is only to be found in calm 
„ retirement. In the pariſh where the ſacrament 
“ is diſpenſed, the miniſter's wife and family 
<** muſt be all Marthas, and no time allowed them 
66 to look after the better part. | 
4 (4.) It is equally inconvenient to minifters 
3 as à ſociety. It often proves the ſource of 
« heart-burning, miſunderſtanding, party, and 
faction amongſt us. Though we have a regard 
* to a neighbour, yet the averſion of our pariſh 
© to him, ſometimes not well founded too, tempts 
&us to purchaſe peace at home, by overlooking 
« him en ſuch occafions: and this proves 2 
ound that can ſcarcely be healed. But by 
« diſpenſing this ordinance in its primitive ſim- 
4 plicity, one occaſion of diſtance and interfer- 
tc ings will be removed, and brotherly love pro- 
* moted. Sometimes jealouſies, that ſuch a 


& candidate for a vacant congregation would not 
£6 employ us, but popular men from a diftance, 
„* at his communions, occaſions us, underhand 
ben to oppoſe his. ſettlement. Every new ſettle- 


ment is half my own, ſays the neighbour : 
« half my peace and comfort depends upon it. 


4 In the way now propoſed, there could be no. 


e room for ſuch fuſpicions, and therefore it is 
* probable candour and friendfhip would more 
« prevail. | | 
- « (5. In our preſent way, there can, in moſt 
cc places, be no feaſt in the winter. "ER 
„ Tf it be alledged, That this will prevent 


peoples being edified as they now are by a di- 
« yerfity of gifts, I anſwer, 


« (.) We 
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. (4,) We cannot. expect the chureh ſhould * 
« he edified by neglecting the means the Head of 
as appointed for their edification, 


« the church! 
4% (of which frequent remembering him in the 
« breaking of bread is one) and ſubſtituting, 
dc in their room, means of our own deviſing 
« For our Lord has no where preſcribed a mus 
« titude of ſermons on ſuch occaſions, as a means 
« of our edification. Whereas, in rectivitg the 
ee bread and wine, he has promiſed his ſpecial 
« preſence, PEPE: 


4 (2.) Four preparation days in the-eourſe of | 
c year, may procure as great a variety of gifs 
i ag we now have. Beſides, congregations may 
© and ought to faſt often, in which way diver- 


te ſity of gifts may be obtained, without negltey 
« ting the dying command of Chrig.” | 


52. It was hinted to me; by a worthy and ? 
judicious friend, that communions might be bat 
in our preſent way, if miniſters were confined 


to one aſſiſtant; and if the miniſter of the pariſh, 


and that one aſſiſtant preached each of them tree 
or four times: or if that ſhould be reckened bur». 
denſome, week-days ſermons might be got them 


probationers; or even from neighbouring . mint 


ſters, without aſking their affiſtanee, and this 
throwing their churches vacant on thy Lord's 


1 if I cat be convinced, that frequent rommw- 


nions may be had in this way, without danger of 


ſuperſtition, or hurt to ſociety, I ſhall not be the 
firſt to decline ſuch a plan. I owny it, is free 
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from ſome objections which ſtartle Peep #t our © 


ſynod's overture: but, to me, it ſeems h 1 e 


greater difficulties of another Kind. 
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1.) Would not this take up minifters as much, 
dr more, from private preparation, as our preſent 
Wap, which 1 have heard many complain of on 
that account ? | 
( 2.) How few 1 are there in many 
corners? And could their aſſiſtance be more ea» 
fily procured, how diſagreeable would our em- 
ploying of them be to ſome congregations? 
483.) Would it not be hard on poor people, 
nnd occaſion the murmurs of others, that a pa- 
. Tiſh, four times every year, ſhould ſpend three 
E. entire working days, in the ſpace of a week, in 
veligious exerciſes ? And would not this hardſhip 
= appear greater to people, when there was little 
= - variety of gifts, only their own miniſter and one 
= aſſiſtant? | 5 
* (4.) Employing neighbouring miniſters will 
not remove the difficulties mentioned in the laſt 
head. But I own, though ſome may think it a pa» 
radox, it is my judgment, that neighbours ought 
never to be employed at ſacraments. ' For there 
are ſome who wil not, and others who dare 
Hot, employ their neighbours. And this being 
looked on as a piece of contempt, is an un» 
happy ſource of diviſion amongſt us. Whereas, 
if it were the cuſtom, always to employ people 
from a diſtance, every one, without giving um- 
brage to any of his brethren, would employ whom 
be pleaſed. 72 155 | 5 | 
93. It is objeted, that a multitude of con- 
[- gregations will be thrown vacant by our over- 
ture: for if the ſacrament be diſpenſed through a 
whole preſbytery on the fame day, fixteen or 
* 22 eighteen pariſhes in neighbouring preſbyteries 
müſt be thrown vacant to ſupply them with aſſiſt- 


(1.) Though 5 
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(1.) Though many congregation will, no > doubt, ; 
be thrown vacant, even by our overture; yet it [Ge 8 
will not be a whole countrylide of contiguous coll» 
gregations, as is the caſe at preſent; for the a- 
fiſtants will be got from different preſbyteries, and 
ſome miniſters will ſeek none. 

(2.) In our preſent way, the ſame pariſh is 
often vacant five Sabbaths in the ſpace of ten or 
twelve weeks: But if the overture ſucceed, this © 
can ſcarce ever hap 


$ 4. It has been urged, that celebrating this : 


, 6 
— — 


ſacrament four times in the year, will 1 be 45 
practicable in ſome parts of the Highlands, and | * 
therefore ought not to be bound upon them by * 
an act: And that it would be highly inconve- — 
nient for a whole e to have the ſa 
crament the ſame day, as they would find it harfe 
to be ſupplied with aſſiſtants from neighbouring A 
preſbyteries, conſidering the great diſtanice.——F 0 2X F 


believe, none will. oppoſe altering or amending *- 
the overture in this reſpect, if once it were known m 5 
what is the alteration which northern node 
would judge mot for their benefit. 

6 5. Some wete of opinion, that n 
the number of ſermons more gradually might 
perhaps prevent the oppoſition which the over- ** 
tuxe, in its pn form, will undoubtedly meet 
with. To this I reply, in the words of a worthy * 12 
Member of this Synod. * . _ 

« As to correcting theſe abuſes gradually, it ie 
« highly probable, that any ſuch half of faine*®-.; pe 
« attempt, would defeat its own-defign.. Puff, 5 
« lanimous affailants are eaſily beat 9 Thy 
« abuſes complained of are ſuch, 'as welt 
te boldly avow our deſigu to correct: Wilkie 

| 125 e 3 | 
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DR 
«if we conceal this deſign,” or ſeem aſhamed to 
4 *- E profeſs it, this very conduct will harden ſuch 13 
| e of our people as may be wedded to the preſent - 
Hay, in their prejudices. Palliatives will look 
1 * ©& more like flothfulneſs in ourſelves : Whereas, 
| e if we boldly avow the whole deſign at _ 
| | 
. 
| 


ec the abuſes which we aim at will be allowed, 
te believe, to be indefenſible, and the remedy ©. 
e propoſed muſt be admitted to be the only cure: 

„ And, by that niegns, a (conviction, I think, 
„ „„ will be more eaſily faſtened upon our people. 
0 Befides, as nobody propoſes to ſtop at the | 
. ſtep, the very ſlowneſs of our procedure will 
& encourage and occaſion oppoſition, at leaſt pro- 

& tract and lengthen it out. Every new ſtep may 

© be expected to raiſe as great a clamour as the 
3 ic whole would do, which in the one caſe would 
„ be over at once, whereas in the other caſe 
X jt would be conſtantly fed by freſh ſprings. 
1 And the people having once declared thems 
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& ſelves, as this would involve them in a con- 
tt ftant oppoſition to every further alteration, 


e before they really could perceive the reaſon- 
FE « ableneſs of the whole that was intended, ſo it 


— 


& would render it more ER in miniſters, 

t to be ſo often flying in the face of what is al- 
s ready diſcovered to. be ſo unpopular. What 
& happened at the firſt eſtabliſhment of the pre- 

E A ſent Verſion of the P/abns, is an evidence what 

| | . an advantage it is to accompliſh any conſider- 


1 able alteration all at once. It was extremely 
& unpopular, as it may eaſily be imagined, any 
m thing; that had the appearance of altering the 
e © Bjble would be. But as the thing was boldly 
begun over all Scotland on the ſame, day, and 
„ . / 
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may make it reaſonable to have week-days ſermans, 
' af a communion, on other days, as well as the $4s- 8 5 


ſo convenient. I heartily agree, that though ten 


theſe days? No doubt, that was far from their in- 1 3 : 


foundation in the word of God; 


———_ 7-97 


of ſheets of his 7 in wee wn * 


= _ * 
* - \ bd "4 — > 

RN. p o . 

* — 4 oy 4 d 4 * s. 4 92 * f — 
* p 2 3 3 * u * 4. Þ 4 Þ — , b 
ae | 


* — 1 ca, 


: * * _ "He _ » 
- 1 * * = - 4 
* ee + 4 
* 0 Wk. 
= © AY 


FREQUENT Sisi 
« miniſters were united among themſelves, bes, 


* noiſe made againſt it was very ſoon over.” =": ; f by 
6 6. Some have obſerved, that providential in. a « 


eidents or a remarkable dewn-fouring of the Spirit, 


turday ; and that therefore it is a ſtrange overturt, 
that for four weeks of the year Chrift may not be | \ k 8 5 
preached on a week-day, except once, let it be neuex 


thouſand general aſſemblies would make ſuch aus 
act, our obedience to it would be ſinful. pw 
did "the Preſbyterians, by aboliſhing Chriſtmas, Sc, 
enjoin, that Chriſt ſhould never be preached on 


bow 


tention. A poſitive injunction, that there ſhoula(eg 
be no ſermons on the Thiurſday before, or the ; 4 
Monday after the communion, would be crimij- 
nal. And ſo would a poſitive injunction, that 
there ſhould be no ſermon on the 3oth of — 1 
ary, or the 25th of December. But it would not 2 "RF 
be unworthy of our church, to give it as her 
judgment, that the ſtated week- -days ſermons, | 9 
which have been in uſe in Scotland before and 
after communions, have not a great deal more 
than the annivere. * 5 
ſaries of the church of England. = = 
Time will not allow me'to conſider other ob⸗ IG 
jections. The public may expect ſoon a mord 
diſtin defence of the ſynod's , overture; by th 25 
Reverend Mr. Randal. I Jade peruſed, with pints x 55 
ſure, ſince part of this eſſay was ſent to the gte, 
and almoſt all of it compoſed, the firſt” e 5 
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| God: fend forth ib Ihe and dis truck 
1 us, and gucke us, aud to bring us £ 3B 
3 25 habitation... May we be willing meckly. 
- humbly to receive the law from his mouth. And 
K ye be-thus Gingle, our whole body ſhall X 


oy 


1 . mm "Thongs Mr. Randal handles the argument in 


Ol at method from me, and there are very few 
>. Particolars in which we .cajncide,. yet I think myſelf 
oo to acquaint dhe Public, they would not have - 


deen troubled with this baſty Effe, if I bad ſeen Mr. 
Kandis before con ofing it ot if any 

33 uf value had been publiſhed 11 ſupport 1 

1 5 Overture, ſe inweally, as that it could have been dif« 

4 roger before the ag of Glaſgow Preſbytery, 
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